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          SE CHAPTER, ACA NEWSLETTER

                                                                   April, 2002                                                                             
AN OPEN LETTER TO THOSE WHO DO NOT ATTEND RALLIES

I am Bob Davis, immediate past president of the SE Chapter and currently coordinator of the National ACA Rally that we in the SE Chapter will host in April, 2003. A recent SE Chapter study found that once a member attends a rally they come back for more. The reasons for this are somewhat varied, but very clear. Foremost among these reasons are that folks say they have a great time, get a lot of information on the care and upkeep of their coaches, make some great friends with folks with mutual interests, and in general increase the enjoyment of their motor homes.

Now I have a special date I would like you to mark on your calendar: April 29, 2003. This is the first day of the National ACA Rally we will host at Rock Crusher Canyon RV & Music Park in Crystal River, FL. If you have not attended a SE Chapter rally this is a personal invitation from me to attend and get involved. You will enjoy the new coaches, lots of vendors, great seminars, great food, and yes, Randy’s repair crew from the factory in Decatur, IN will be there to work on our coaches! Rock Crusher is a great campground, with a 10-9 ½-10 rating. Located in a wooded area, each site will have full hookups including cable TV and telephone connections. 

Please, however, do not wait until then to join us. Our 2002-03 SE Rally schedule starts at Pelican Lake Motorcoach Resort, in Naples FL (Nov 15-18), our Holiday rally at Sun N’ Fun RV Resort in Sarasota, FL (Dec 12-15) and our January rally at Lazy Days’ Rally Park in mid January.

Please, if you have any questions regarding the National Rally or these SE Chapter Rallies please contact me Personally. I look forward to hearing from you.

              BOB DAVIS,    SE National Rally Coordinator

              (863) 447-1176
     SE CHAPTER DUES

If your SE Chapter dues expire in May, June, July, or August you have received, or will soon be receiving  your  chapter dues renewal form. As usual, they are being sent early to get them out of the way prior to many of us taking 

to the road. So please plan ahead. Reserve $12.00 for your renewal.

Don’t forget your national ACA renewal ($35.00). Your expiration date is on the label of the national ACA newsletter.

   CASINO MAGIC RALLY

George and Leona Bennett, with the help of the McQuaggs, Davis’, and the Moshers, really showed us a great time. 31 coaches attended and had a ball. The food was great, the gambling was great (at least for some), and the delicious after dinner treat prepared by Margi Galante was marvelous. 

George and Leona had a real surprise for us all at our Happy Hour prior to dinner on Saturday night. They handed out $20.00 gift certificates to each of us that could be used in the gift shop, gambling, food or “what have you”. That George is a real “negotiator” that’s for sure! The unquestioned star of the golfers’ day was Myra Hirschhorn. It was a best ball contest, however, it could have been titled “Myra’s ball”. It was used enough, that’s for sure!

The night prior to the rally start Reggie Hedrick lead a small caravan to dinner. He cautioned us not to be discouraged when we arrived, as the place wouldn’t look like much, however, the food was great. He was right! The place didn’t look like much. It was located in a doublewide trailer in the middle of “nowhere”. Reggie recommended the ‘Steak Jack”. The man was right again. We all had a great meal and a great time! Thanks Reggie!
     “IF THIS IS SPRING, 

    BRING BACK WINTER”
Those folks that made early spring service appointments in Decatur got a jolt they did not expect. Monday, March 25, the usual “6:00 AM diesel wake up call” produced a real surprise. The service lot was covered with about 4 inches of wet snow. Many of the slide outs would not go all the way in and some coaches had to be driven inside with slide outs partially out.

Monday afternoon produced about another 2” of snow. Tuesday, however, “the other shoe was about to drop. It started snowing about 8:30 AM and just kept getting heavier with no let up. High winds made vision next to impossible. During the early afternoon businesses began to close. Then the Indiana State Police announced a “Code Red”. This meant all employees that did not live in Decatur itself should go home as many rural roads were becoming impassable. About that time American Coach service came to an end for the day.

Wednesday brought clear skies and very cold temperatures, a low of 17* Then disaster struck. The roof of the Decatur newspaper building, The Decatur Daily Democrat, gave sounds as if the roof was about to come down under the weight of the volume of snow. The building was quickly evacuated. Minutes later the roof did cave in. A great deal of damage, but fortunately no one was inside.

Thursday brought a warm up. The melting started and most city roads were again passable. This was certainly Decatur’s largest snowstorm of the season, in fact in many seasons. The Wednesday morning Daily Democrat headline read: “If This is Spring…Bring Back Winter.”  

   VENDOR OF THE MONTH

(If this column is well received we will feature a vender each month. The qualifications for a vendor to be featured require that he must first perform a service for a SE member who would highly recommend him)

Just outside of Decatur, IN, the home of American Coach lives a very unusual man. His name is Greg Meis. What makes him unusual is a combination of some very rare attributes. He is a devoted family man, with his wife, one son, and four daughters. He is also very skilled and has a marvelous sense of humor.

Greg can do anything with wood. He can create or recreate, design or redesign, or simply build anything a person would desire, especially in a motor home. As for price that is never, but ever, a problem. Greg, you see, founded and operates two companies. The first is called From “Trees to These”. Specializing in custom cabinetry, computer desks, etc. to match every motor home interior. His second company was formed to serve those folks whose only concern is price and price alone. That company operates under the name: “From Sap to Crap”. As his business card says, Sap to Crap” features genuine pallet wood furniture and bookcases made of genuine domestic balsa wood. From Sap to Crap’s” motto is, “you don’t pay fro quality because you don’y get it.”

What Greg is saying is “you get what you pay for”. In Greg’s case, however, that is not always true. Several of our SE Chapter members will tell you they got much more than they paid for; and they did business with From Trees to These, not Sap to Crap.

Doubling bedroom storage space, adding desk top computer desks, creating “fold-up” desks for lap tops, key storage cabinets, wine racks, and coffee tables are just a few of Greg’s creation. If you have an idea of something and it can be made from wood mention it to Greg. He can design alternatives for you and give you a quote you can rely on. Greg can be reached at (219) 592-7397. Some SE Chapter members that have Greg’s creations in their coaches are the Grants, the Newmans, and the Wordens. They all endorse From Trees to These and would be glad to show you his creations. One word of warning, chose From Trees to These” not  “From Sap to Crap”!

 IMPORTANT NUMBERS

American Coach       877-735-6303

Allison                        800-252-5283

Dometic                      219-463-4858
Good Year                  800-321-2136       
Heart                           800-446-6180
Michelin                      800-847-3435
Norcold                      800-543-1219

Onan                           800-888-6626

Remco                        800-228-2481

Sony                           800-222-7669

Spartan                       800-543-4277 

  SE CHAPTER PRE RALLY &     

     NATIONAL ACA RALLY

The SE Chapter will pre-rally at Happy Holiday RV Resort in Rapid City, SD, on June 9. Happy Holiday is rated 9/10/9. All sites are level pull thrus with full hookups, concrete pads (each with a covered patio, table, and BBQ grill), satellite access, and modem friendly.

Your rally fee ($145.00 per coach) includes 3 nights camping, 3 full breakfasts, and one catered dinner. We will caravan to the National ACA Rally in Gillette, WY, only a 3-hour ride away via I-90.

All area attractions including Mt Rushmore, Crazy Horse Memorial, Rushmore Cave, Bear Country USA, and Ellsworth Air Force Base tour, home of the Minuteman Missile are all within 29 miles of 

Happy Holiday RV Resort. Tour on your own or by chartered bus leaving right from our campground! We should have great weather! According to AAA

The average June temperature in Rapid City is: Average Hi: 77   Low:  53.

If you have not yet registered send your registration in now! If you have misplaced it a printable registration is available from the SE Chapter web site (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/se-chapteraca/) or contact Hank Newman at (352) 895-8475 or HankNewman@aol.com.

      3 FALL RALLIES SET!
The SE Chapter fall rally season kicks off October 00, with our pre rally at the KOA in Charleston, SC., prior to the National ACA Rally at Myrtle Beach, SC. On November we return to Pelican Lake Motorcoach Resort in Naples, FL. This rally will feature a great location, great food, and wonderful live entertainment. Our annual Holiday Rally is set to kick off on December 00 at another great RV resort; Sun n’ Fun in Sarasota, FL. Last year’s holiday rally was one of our very best! Watch closely for the your registration forms for these rallies. As usual they will be included with future newsletters. 

                               WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Welcome to the following new SE Chapter members! We are anxious to met you and we look forward to you joining us in great fun and fellowship at our SE Chapter rallies.   

          James & Robin Brown               Palm Coast FL

           Rod & Cassandra Keenan          Heathrow, FL 

           Jack & Joanne Heidman             Niceville, FL

           Dan & Renee Lee                         St. Petersburg, FL

           “Rusty” & Judy Porter                Suwanee, GA

           Jim & Pat Stevens                       Naples, FL

           Ed & Sunny Torres                      Fort McCoy, FL

           Charles & Linda Wilson              Boca Raton, FL

           Jeff & Debbie Wittman                Leesburg, FL

              SERVICE      

     RECOMMENDATION

John & I left our rally at Bay St. Louis and headed to Panama City, FL.  The folks at Saunders gave a seminar at our rally held in Panama City a few years ago and had also been recommended to us by George Bennett.

Our appointment was scheduled for 8:00 am, March 18th.  They have a large lot for customers to park overnight--very convenient--with a plug for power.  

Promptly at 8:00 AM a technician arrived and had John bring the coach into the yard.  The purpose of the visit was to adjust the valves and check DCA in coolant (KAB).  The appointment was handled in a prompt and professional manner and we we back on the road in just over two hours. 



We would highly recommend these folks for any Cummins Engine Service you might need.

Elaine Dufour 

RE: Saunders Service Center
       1128 Chestnut Avenue
       Panama City, FL 32402
       850-763-7656
       800-239-6553 

      SERVICE AT THE                                                 

      GILLETTE  RALLY          

Randy Hendricks at American Coach says that requests for service at the Gillette Rally are not coming in. He reminds you to get your requests in ASAP so he can be sure and have the parts necessary to make the repairs and start scheduling the work. Please, 

get those service requests in!!

ALL SET FOR KEY WEST
 

The rally at Bluewater RV Resort is fast approaching and everything is in place for a fun-filled three days down in Margaritaville. We now have 42 sites, all filled, with a waiting list. 

If you're one of the lucky ones, get ready to do the Limbo, take a sunset sail on the Clipper Ship Liberty, and enjoy the many other great activities available in this tropical paradise. Oh, and don't forget to bring your own tequila!

                      RE: “DOE IN HEAT” & “ACTIVE SCRAP”

                                                              Contributed by David Sewell

For those deer hunting friends out there.  A deer hunter (new to the sport of deer hunting) went to the sporting goods store and purchased all the "stuff" that it takes to go hunting. Included in his group of supplies was some cover scent. One bottle of “DOE IN HEAT” and one bottle of “ACTIVE SCRAPE” .If you are not a deer hunter, the “Doe in Heat” goes on a pad that attaches to the bottom of your boots and you can spray it on bushes around where you plan to hunt. “Doe in Heat” is ACTUALLY urine taken from a doe at the height of her breeding cycle. “Active Scrape” is urine taken from mature male deer. 

A buck, a male deer, will scrape the ground to stake out his territory and then urinate in the scrape. Now that you have the facts on the cover scent, we can proceed to the situation that developed for this hunter.

The opening day of the season arrived and off he went. He arrived at his hunting property and began the ritual of preparing to go into the woods. He had read the directions on the two bottles of scent quickly after he purchased them, but he never read them again after that .He was all ready to walk to his stand in the woods. This is the time to use the cover scent that goes on the BOOTS. He decided to put the scent not only on his boots, but he thought a little extra on his pant legs would do a better job. Off to the woods! You now might know where this story is headed. He used the wrong bottle and now smells like a very mature Buck deer. As he is walking in the woods, a rival Buck deer picks up the scent an closes in on the intruding foe. The deer proceeds to attack the hunter and almost kills the man. His friends find him and rush him to the local hospital. 

The label on the back of the “ACTIVE SCRAPE” scent bottle reads as follows: “DANGER! Do not apply to you body or clothing, you may be attacked”.

 CAMPGROUND RECCOMMENDATIONS BY SE CHAPTER MEMBERS

The following recommendations are from some of our SE members. These parks were judged on quality, compatibility for big rigs, location, and accessibility.

ALABAMA

Gadsden              River Country CG                    

Gulf Shores         Gulf Breeze RV Resort                          

Pelham                 Pelham KOA

ARIZONA

Benson                 Butterfield RV Resort

Tombstone           Tombstone Hills                                    

CALIFORNIA

Indio                      Outdoor Resorts

San Jose               Betabel RV Resort                                 

FLORIDA

Disney World        Fort Wilderness                                     

Key West               Bluewater Key RV Resort                     

Naples                   Pelican Lake           

Naples                   Silver Lake                            

Orange Lake         Grand Lake                

Perdido Key          All Star RV Resort                                 

Starke                    KOA

St Lucie West       Outdoor Resorts                                    

West Palm Bch.    Vacation Inn Resort                               

INDIANA

Angola                   Jellystone Park

Auburn                   KOA

Indianapolis          Greenfield KOA

MAINE

Bar Harbor            Mt. Desert Narrows CG                    

Kennebunkport    Red Apple CG                      

Wells Beach          Wells Beach RV Resort  

MASSACHUSETTS

Foxboro                Normandy Farms                                   

Sandwich              Peters Pond Park                                  

MICHIGAN

Frankenmuth        Jellystone Park

Petoskey               Petoskey KOA Resort                                                 

MISSISSIPPI

Bay St. Louis           Casino Magic                                         

MISSOURI

Platte City                Basswood RV Resort                            

NEW YORK

Newburgh/NYC       Newburgh KOA                                      

OHIO

Port Clinton             Tall Timbers KOA                                  

OREGON

Newport                   Pacific Shores                         

Pendleton                Mountain View                  

Wilsonville              Pheasant Ridge                        

Winchester Bay      Salmon Harbor                        

SOUTH DAKOTA

RAPID CITY            Happy Holidays CG

TENNESSEE

Chattanooga          Best Holiday RV Park                             

Nashville                Opreyland KOA                                       

TEXAS
Arlington               All Seasons RV Park

Houston                 Houston Leisure                          

Ozona                     Circle Bar RV Park                                 

San Antonio          Admiralty RV Resort                            

VERMONT

Quechee                Pine Valley RV Resort                            

South Hero            Apple Valley Resort

VIRGINIA

Ashland                 Best Holiday CG

Stafford                 Aquia Pines CG                       

NOTE:

Please send additional recommendations to: HankNewman@aol.com or

                                                                             Elainedu4@aol.com
                                     CLASSIFIED ADS
1997 CHRYSLER SEBRING JXI Convertible. Gold with a black top; Rigged  

for towing and Roadmaster tow bar included if sold by May 1. Odometer  

mileage reads 44, 368 miles. It is in good mechanical condition with good   

tires.

                     Contact: Jim Youngblood at

                                     (941) 755-5935 or  

                                     OleSeminole@msn.com
1998 HONDA CRV 4WD. Excellent condition; Silver with top rack, bra,   

security, cd player, tinted windows, and new tires. 42, 000 miles. Blue   

Book value- $15,900. Priced at $14, 900

                     Contact: Mike Kidder at 

                                     (407) 841-7909 or

                                    JKLMK13@aol.com
SAFE T PLUS steering control for Spartan independent suspension.  

Great for blowout protection.

                     Contact: Ernie Kuhnen at

                                    (941) 625-2553 or

                                    eakuhnen@comcast.net
DRY AIR DEHUMIDIFER as shown in Camping World catalog. Removes humidity from coach while in storage

                    Contact: Ernie Kuhnen at

                                   (941) 625-2553 or

                                   eakuhnen@comcast.net  

NOTE:
This is the first newsletter I have done. I volunteered to try it after our President, Jeannine Mosher, decided that our Chapter would benefit by have additional newsletters. We certainly couldn’t expect our newsletter editor, Elaine DuFour, to do any more. This is a lot of work and we all owe

Elaine many thanks for her hard work. This month illustrated to me the enormous task she under takes every other month. I want to thank all of you who contributed material for this newsletter and especially Elaine for her help and encouragement. Elaine will be back with the newsletter next month and I will be back the month after. Thanks a bunch!

                                               HANK NEWMAN
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