                 SE CHAPTER, ACA NEWSLETTER

                                                                    December, 2002

FEBRUARY FLAGLER BEACH RALLY          (RALLY REG. FORM ENCLOSED)
FEBRUARY 20-23, 2003

For the last two years, Mike & Joan Kidder have hosted a rally at Bulow RV Resort in Flagler Beach, Florida. They keep returning because we all have so much fun! The fantastic caterer used the past 2 years, is going to serve us once again; Three catered breakfasts & two catered dinners!  We’ll even have omelets one morning and Bananas Foster for dessert one night! There is lots to see in the area: The Daytona 500 Museum, Ormond Beach, Flagler Beach, beautiful, historic St. Augustine, and lots to do:  Fishing, shopping at the famous, huge Daytona Flea Market (sells all new items), play golf or walk the beaches. Daytona even has a big Poker Room at the Daytona Race Track.  Of course, we will have our great games that we play after dinner in the Rec. Room.  So, come and join in. With the Kidders as hosts, it is certain to be a really great rally! Count on it!  

       PELICAN LAKE RALLY DRAWS 69 COACHES, INC. 10 FIRST TIMERS!
Wow, what a great rally we had at Pelican Lake Motorcoach Resort!   If you weren’t there, you really missed a wonderful time!  Pelican Lake Resort is a first class, gorgeous RV resort, where our hosts, Hank and Linda Newman live.  They were so gracious to invite us to their “home” and worked so very hard to get 70 other lot owners to allow us utilize their sites for our rally. Thank you Hank and Linda – It was great!

We had lots of activities, such as men’s golf, a ladies luncheon at a great restaurant called Tommy Bahamas - in Naples, It was so good I took my visiting daughter, Kathy, and my husband, Mike, there the next day! We all enjoyed shopping trips to Naples and Marco Island, catered breakfasts, catered happy hours and catered dinners. Saturday night’s entertainer was truly outstanding!  Boy, could he sing!  He made everyone want to dance - and the dancing was super!  In case you didn’t know, one of our member couples, Chester & Joyce Bennett, used to dance professionally, and after that, taught dancing on cruise ships!  However, we also have some couples that get out there & dance as if they were professionals, such as Gary and Cortney Webb.  They can dance to anything and they make it look so easy!  Then there are Gary and Linda Mau, who have danced their very special style since they were high school sweethearts. We love to watch them dance together – what fun they have! On Friday afternoon, I saw Bob Davis standing on the shore fishing in Pelican Lake. He caught over 30 Bass!!

We had our usual Saturday morning Chapter meeting, which was mostly about our upcoming rallies:  the December 12-15 Holiday Rally in Sarasota, the January 16-19 Election Rally at Lazy Days, and the February 20-23 Flagler Beach Rally.  They all sound like so much fun – I hope many of you will plan to come to them. However, more importantly, is the March 20-23 Planning Rally at Rock Crusher Canyon, for our National Rally our chapter is hosting on April 29-May 4.  We need as many of you as can possibly come to help us get this rally together, so IT WILL BE THE BEST NATIONAL RALLY EVER!!  Come on!! You will have a great time! I wish you could have seen Tootsie Schroeder “hawking” reservation forms for the National Rally!  She was absolutely determined to get our chapter “revved up” for the BIG ONE!! A lot of laughs were had by one and all!     

                          Joan Kidder  

                                  NEW ADDRESS LABEL

You may have noticed that the address label of this newsletter contains a month & year noted in the upper left hand corner. This date indicates the date that your SE Chapter membership expires and when your renewal is due. All dates are on the first of the month denoted. This date will appear on all future SE Chapter newsletters. You will, however, as in the past, continue to receive a renewal form at the appropriate time. The national ACA newsletter label continues to note your National ACA renewal date.

                          WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Welcome to the following new SE Chapter members! We are anxious to meet you and we look forward to you joining us in great fun and fellowship at our SE Chapter rallies.

Dwayne & Amber Bush             Birmingham, AL

Gino & Audrey Cantele             Spring Hill, FL

Ed & Sharon Chandler               Destin, FL

John Costello                              Tierra Verde, FL

Warren & Esther Culbertson      Cantonment, FL

George Decker                           Palmetto, FL

Richard & Connie Doback         Ridge Manor, FL

Wayne & Loie Gauthier             Naples, FL

Fred & Polly Morgan               Tuscaloosa, AL

Jack & Hazel Nordahl              Augusta, GA

Ken & Dianne Nunnally          Anniston, AL

Robert & Mary Reeves            Odessa, FL

Tom & Kathy Sanders             Univ. Park, FL

Ron & Lynn Watford               Evans, GA

Harold & Phyllis Watson         Marietta, GA 

     JOAN KIDDER PRESENTS RALLY REQUESTED RECIPES         

MAMIE MARTIN’S SCALLOPED PINEAPPLE BREAD PUDDING 

 (Served at a chapter Potluck)

     1/2  cup butter, soft

1 cup sugar

1/2  cup milk

3   eggs

1   20 oz. Can of crushed pineapple, not drained

4    cups of Italian Bread, cut into cubes.

      Cream butter, sugar, milk & eggs together.  Add undrained pineapple.  Stir in

      Italian bread cubes.  Bake in buttered casserole at 375 degrees for 45 minutes.

CORTNEY WEBB’S JIFFY SPOON CORN BREAD (Served at Gillette Rally)

      1 package Jiffy Corn Bread Mix

1 8 oz. Can cream corn

1 8 oz. Can whole kernel corn, drained

1 cup sour cream

      1/2  cup butter, melted

2 eggs, beaten                                               (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

      Mix all together.  Put in greased 11 x 7 pan.  Bake 350 degrees for 30-35 minutes.

      Top with shredded Cheddar or Jack Cheese (or both) while hot.

BARBARA YOUNGBLOOD’S CHEESY EGG PUFFS  (Served at Bluewater Rally)

     1/2 lb. Fresh mushrooms, finely chopped

      1 cup sweet onions, finely chopped

      3  Tablespoons chopped fresh chives (optional)

1 Tablespoon plus 1/2 cup butter or margarine, divided

1/2 cup all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking powder

1/2  teaspoon salt

10 eggs, lightly beaten

4 cups (16 oz.) shredded Monterey Jack Cheese

2 cups small-curd cottage cheese

In skillet, sauté mushrooms, onions & chives in 1 Tablespoon butter until tender.  In large bowl, combine flour, baking powder & salt.  In another bowl, combine eggs & cheeses. Melt remaining butter; add to egg mixture.  Stir into dry ingredients along with mushroom mixture.  Fill greased muffin cups 3/4 full.  Bake at 350 degrees for 35-40 minutes or until knife inserted near the center comes out clean.  Carefully run the knife around edge of muffin cups before removing.  Yields 2 1/2 dozen.

May be frozen & reheated in microwave for 60-90 seconds or in 350-degree oven 10-15 minutes or till heated through.  (Barbara froze hers before coming to the rally).

ANNE OLSEN’S HOT CRAB DIP  (Served at many Happy Hours)

      8 oz. Cream Cheese, softened

      8 oz. Crab (can be imitation)  (don’t use Canned Crab)

1   egg, well beaten

3/4  cup mayonnaise

1 Tablespoon lemon juice

1 Teaspoon finely chopped onion

       Flake crab (in food processor if imitation).  Mix cream cheese, well-beaten egg, 

       mayonnaise, lemon juice & onion.  Add crab.  Place in casserole & sprinkle with                                         

       paprika and grated parmesan cheese.  Bake in 350-degree oven for 30 minutes.

SPICY GARLIC PRETZELS  (Sorry, I can’t remember who gave this to me)

       24 oz. Pretzels                                                         (but it was requested!)

       1 bottle Orville Redenbacher popcorn oil

       1 package dry Original Ranch dressing mix

       1 Tablespoon garlic powder

       1 Tablespoon dill weed

       Mix ingredients together & pour over pretzels.  Stir every 30 minutes until all liquid

        is absorbed.  Might need to spread on paper towels at the end to absorb excess oil.

                                     THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Another fantastic rally at Pelican Lake. Lots of good food, great entertainment and the chance to see "old” friends and meet lots of “new” friends. Hats off to Hank and Linda Newman for all of their hard work!

Work is continuing for our National rally at Rock Crusher Canyon RV Park this Spring. Bob Davis, our rally chairman, met with many of the committees and lots of plans and activities are under way. Many of our members have joined various work committees, but most of the “work” is turning out to be “fun”. More about this later.  We will have more planning meetings at each rally.  There is still time to volunteer.

By now you have received your National ACA newsletter. Elections are coming up this Spring and I do want to encourage you to become familiar with all of the candidates.  It is important to have qualified leadership. Nominations will be open until December 10th.

Candidates nominated so far are:

   President:  John Corcoran, of the Great Lakes and Southeast Chapters 

                     Gerald McCormack of the MacPack Chapter

   Vice Pres:  Dean Mracek, of the  Southern California Chapter

                     Margaret Harker, of the Happy Wanderers

  Secretary:  Linda Newman, of the Southeast & Great Lakes Chapters 

  Treasurer:  Ron Haworth, of the Northwest Chapter

Linda and Ron have agreed to continue in their positions for another year, if so elected. It was my distinct pleasure to have nominated John Corcoran and Dean Mracek at the nomination committee meeting at Myrtle Beach.

A survey is available for you to fill out to give us information on the needs/wants/ideas for planning National rallies. This survey was formulated with input from Fleetwood and the National Board. We worked on it at several National rallies and need your help.  Please respond either with the surveys that will be given out at our chapter rallies or you can locate them on to the internet at http://websurveyor.net/wsb.dll/8489/ACA_rally_survey.htm  You will register with your ACA membership number, 1 survey/coach, please. If you are unable to attend one of the upcoming rallies and do not have access to a computer, please let us know and we will be happy to send it to you. We are hopeful to receive all of your input by January.

Jim Youngblood is looking for someone to host our pre-rally for Amana, Iowa next fall. Do you have a favorite park in that area that would accommodate us?  Again, please pass your ideas to us.  Many of us will be first time visitors to the area. Hope to see you at our holiday rally in Sarasota.  The hosts have a lot of fun times scheduled. Safe traveling!   Happy holidays!

Jeannine            [Home phone (321) 757 6766}

                       UNIQUE MOSQUITOE CONTROL        By Joan Kidder
Put some water in a white dinner plate & add just a couple of drops of Lemon Fresh Joy dishwashing soap.  Set the dish on the porch or patio.  Mosquitoes flock to it & drop dead, or fall into the water, or on the floor within 10 ft..  Works super, they say!

                               FOR YOUR INFORMATION           By Joan Kidder   
While guesting on TV, Dr. Edward Fujimoto, manager of the Wellness Program at Castle Hospital, was talking about dioxins & how bad they are for us. He said that we should not be heating our food in microwaves using plastic containers.  This applies to foods that contain fat.  He said that the combination of fat, high heat & plastics releases dioxins into the food & ultimately wind up in the cells of our body.  Dioxins are carcinogens & highly toxic to the cells of our bodies. Instead, he recommends using glass, Corning Ware or ceramic containers for heating food.  You get the same results without the dioxins.  So, such things as TV dinners, instant food & soups, etc should be removed from the container & heated in something else.  He said we might remember when some of the fast food restaurants moved away from the foam containers to paper.  Dioxin was one of the major issues with foam ware. To add to this:  Saran Wrap placed over food as it is nuked, with the high heat, actually drips poisonous toxins into the food.  Best to use paper towels instead.
                                        SE  RALLY  TRIVIA ANSWERS

Our SE rally 2001-02 rally season covered 6 rallies beginning with the November Pelican Lake rally and closing with the April Key West rally, six rallies in all.

       1. Two member coaches attended all six rallies. Who were they?     Andy & Margie Galante & Ralph Neal

       2. What was the average number of coaches that attended each rally?     77 Coaches

       3. How many different coaches attended at least l rally? In other words if   187 Coaches

           a coach attended 5 rallies, for this question it would count as 1  

       4. At which rally did it rain almost every hour of every day?      Rock Crusher

      5. At which rally did everyone participate in a choral arrangement that left us all   December Holiday Rally

          laughing ourselves silly?
                                  MEMBERSHIP TRIVIA ANSWERS  

6. Name the 3 SE Chapter members with the lowest ACA numbers. Jim Murray-48; The Sundermans-99                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                    Jim Booth- 185

7. Name the SE Chapter members with the lowest FMCA numbers     Paul Drinkard- 315

8. What percentage of our members own Heritages, Eagles, Dreams, etc? Hert-2%;Eagle- 43;Drm- 34 Trad-21

9. What FL city has the most SE members using it as their winter address? 1. Naples 2. Sarasota

10. How many different states do our members claim as their state of residence?  25

11. What is the most common surname in the SE chapter?  Name & how many? 4-Smith;3-Bennett,Martin,Wright 

12. What is the most common male first name in the Chapter? Name & how many? Jim-21;Bill-18;John-15;Bob-13

                                    INNER STRENGTH

If you can start the day without caffeine or pep pills, If you can be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains, If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles; If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it; If you can understand when loved ones are too busy to give you time, If you can overlook it when people take things out on you, through no fault of yours, when something goes wrong, If you can take criticism & blame without resentment; If you can face the world without lies & deceit; If you can conquer tension without medical help; If you can relax without liquor; If you can sleep without the aid of drugs; If you can do all these things………… 

Then you are probably the family dog!

Your secretary,  Joan Kidder

          HOME FOR SALE

Canal front home located in Sarasota ¼ mile to Sarasota Bay. 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 2-car garage and an RV port. Ranch style home that has been remodeled and upgraded complete with boat dock & lifts. Home of SE Chapter members Jim & Carol Harrison. Please contact Steve Harris, Prudential Cascade Reality, (800) 237- 2258 Priced at $599,000

         COACH FOR SALE

1999 ½ American Eagle (40VS) May, 99 Production date. Asking $172,000. Coach has 2 slides (wardrobe configuration) optional mocha paint, clear maple cabinets, 350 HP engine with 39,000 loving miles, 7 year/ 70,000 mile extended warranty. Condition excellent, many extras, nonsmokers. Available for viewing at Pelican Lake Resort, Naples. Contact SE member Larry Ast (239) 530-0403

                      GOOD INFORMATION TO KNOW    By Joan Kidder   

An attorney’s advice:  The next time you order checks, have only your initials printed on the front of your checks. If someone takes your checkbook, they will not know if you sign your checks with just your initials or your first name, but your bank will know how you sign your checks.  Do not put your home phone number on your checks. NEVER have your social security number printed on your checks. Place the contents of your wallet on a photocopy machine & do both sides of each license, credit card, etc. You will know what you had in your wallet & all the account numbers & phone numbers to call and cancel.  It is vital to have this information so you will have the toll free numbers & your credit card numbers to report the loss immediately.  Perhaps most important:  Call the three national credit reporting organizations immediately to place a fraud alert on your name and social security number.  The alert means any company that checks your credit knows your information was stolen and they have to contact you by phone to authorize new credit.  The numbers are: 

Equifax: 1-800-525-6285.  Experian (formerly TRW): (888) 397-3742.  Trans Union: (800) 680-7289

Social Security Administration (fraud line): (800) 269-0271

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:   We would very much like to receive your compliments, criticisms, suggestions, what you like or don’t like. Good or bad, we will print them, or just pay attention. Your choice! We want to hear from you. Please send them to: HankNewman@aol.com or mail to Hank Newman, Suite 102-127, 5200 NW 43rd Street, Gainesville, FL 32606.
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