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                                                         January , 2004  

           ROCK CRUSHER REUNION RALLY IS NEXT…REGISTER NOW! 

                                              (Rally Registration Enclosed)
        This rally has been advertised as a “very special rally” for a long time. There are many things               

        that make this rally special, OK, one thing does really stand out. The extremely low rally fee 

        does “cry out” for some explanation.

        As many of you know, especially our national rally committee chair people, our pre national rally 

        budget simply did not permit us to absorb much of our rally workers’ expenses as had previously    

        been done by many National Rally host chapters. Providing as many meals and activities within 

        the relatively modest rally fee we charged, the Iraq War, and inviting folks to Florida in May, left 

        us with many uncertainties, to say the least. In the interest of proper fiduciary responsibility, these 

        many unknowns required us to use considerable fiscal restraint. This resulted in many of our 

        members expending their own funds to absorb expenses such as coming to Rock Crusher more 

        than once or twice and many other things at their own expense, 

        The result of this effort was one really great national rally! In addition, anything that could have 

        gone wrong DIDN’T! Everything that could have gone right DID! Even more than we had any right 

        to expect! Even our weather committee did great! Meeting many times at churches, synagogues, and 

        mosques in the area produced the first moisture free April 29- May 4 in over 20 years! 

        The end result of this marvelous effort, together with a great deal of luck, produced, in addition to a 

        great rally, a totally unexpected profit. Our SE Chapter officers, together with the cooperation of Rock   

        Crusher Canyon RV & Music Park, our National ACA President, Gerald McCormick, and others,  

        decided to use these funds in an appropriate way to “reimburse” our members for funds they expended 

        prior to the rally. In addition, using authority previously voted by the SE Chapter membership, the 

        excess chapter funds from both our rally and operating accounts were also used in this effort, which

        resulted in the low rally fees you will note on the enclosed rally registration.

         If you have any questions regarding the pricing of this rally, do not hesitate to contact SE Chapter

         Treasurer Hank Newman, who also served as treasurer of our national rally, “Rockin at Rock Crusher.

         Hank can be reached at:  HankNewman@aol,com or (352) 895-8475.

         The registration form for this rally is included with this newsletter. Details of the rally are explained on 

          the registration form. We are limited in the number of sites available; so do not hesitate too long

         before registering. Applications will be considered strictly in order of receipt.

                             WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Welcome to the following new SE Chapter members! We are anxious to meet you and we look forward to you joining us in great fun and fellowship at our SE Chapter rallies.

Ernest  & Kathleen Baden Homosassa, FL

John Case                         Trenton, GA

Donald Colbert                   Longwood, FL

Joe & Thelma Depew         Wildwood, FL

Eddie & Judith Depratter    Green Cove Sprg, FL

Art & B.J. Esslinger            Green Cove Sprgs, FL

Rich & Sally Forcier           Peninsula, OH

Peter Gallup                       Punta Gorda, FL

Robert & Carol Hackett      Cortez, FL

Robert Hall                         Keystone,Hgts, FL

Dale & Norma Hassman    Leesburg, FL

Dale Holm                          Haines City, FL

Keith & Christi Knapp        Sarasota, FL

Paul & Victoria Lechner    Titusville, FL

George & Sally Light         Port Orange, FL

Rich & Jean Lydecker       Pompton Lakes, NJ

Harold & Judy Magee        Bedford Texas

Mike & Patsy Moore          Oviedo, FL

John Prout                         Marco Island, FL

Ken & Sue Saxton             Florence, MS

John & Ellie Schroder        Abita Springs, LA

Louis & Bonnie Smith        Clanton, AL

Jerome & Debra Tordeu    Daytona Beach, FL

Vernon Wells                     Nashville, TN

John Whitesides                Sarasota, FL

Harvey Youngblood           Elco, GA                              

                       MARCH  RALLY  VENUE  CHANGED
Our March rally, originally scheduled for Bay Bayou RV Park near Tampa has been changed to River Bend Motor Home Resort, located 17 miles east of Fort Myers. This change was mandated in response to

The poor performance of park management we experienced at the recent Holiday Rally. Bay Bayou and

Grand Lake RV & Golf Resort are managed by the same people. Many of our members have been to Grand Lake in the past as individuals and found it to be fine. They, however, seem to be incapable of handling rallies in a proper and dignified way. 

River Bend is a motor home only resort. It is an ownership park that is more than capable of handling large rallies in a proper way. In fact the Lazy Days Crown Club will be hosting a crown club rally there in the near future. It features full hook ups and paved sites and is described by “Big Rigs Best Bets Directory” as.

“A unique first class destination for the big rig Rving community”. River Bend is located on the shores of the Caloosahatchee River and boat rentals are available at the resort. Those with boats are encouraged to bring them! This is a beautiful area. Preserved the way Mother Nature intended it to be.
“THANK  YOU  SE  CHAPTER”….
….for the opportunity to serve as your Vice President and Rally Coordinator during the past two years. The experience has been most enjoyable and rewarding. Barbara and I have made many new chapter friends and older friendships have been enriched as well. My special thanks to our rally hosts and committees who worked hard to give you some great rallies during the past two years. Thank you for your confidence and support!

                                                                                                                 Jim Youngblood
                                   THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Just returned from 2 fun-filled rallies- Key West in November- fantastic waterfront RV resort, Blue Water Key RV Resort about 14 miles north of Key West- 50 coaches in attendance plus a show coach from Lazy Days- great job done by the hosts- plus a special thanks to Chef Ray for the delicious breakfasts- and a lot of fun with our Calendar Girls/Guys and the Key West scavenger hunt.

Holiday rally in Orange Lake, near Ocala and Gainesville- fantastic job from our hosts- 46 coaches in attendance- some cooler weather that provided a great start for the holiday season- lots of fun activities, great catering- and the perfect conclusion to our 2003 rally season.

Now preparing for our 2004 rally season with our annual business/election meeting in January at the Lazy Days Park in Seffner.  I would like to take this opportunity to offer my many thanks to all that have helped me enjoy being your president for the past 2 years- I have thoroughly enjoyed the chance to meet and work with each of you. I would encourage your support for the next team of officers. Special thanks to Jim Youngblood, our VP and wagon master, for his organization and direction of our fantastic rallies, Joan Kidder, our Secretary, always willing with a smile and helping hand, Jane Minotti, our Sunshine lady, keeping us updated with our members in need of a little extra sunshine, Bob Davis, our past president, for his continual support and willingness to chair our successful rally for National ACA last Spring, and last, but certainly not least, to Hank Newman, our treasurer, our membership chairman and editor of our monthly newsletter for his continuing support of our chapter and its activities. A president is only one person without the support of a fantastic team of people- and I offer my heartfelt thanks to all!

Another full rally season has been scheduled for 2004- looking forward to seeing you at many of these rallies. Until then, safe traveling- And many blessings for the new year.

Jeannine Mosher, President

                                          EDITOR’S COMMENT

This newsletter will complete my second and final year as SE Chapter Newsletter editor. I hope you have enjoyed the newsletter as much as I have enjoyed editing it. I did not do this job alone. I had a lot of help! I want to thank the many folks who have contributed to past newsletters, some in  content, some with  production help. Folks such as Fred Soto, Betsey Drinkard, Jim Murray, Jim Youngblood, Ron Wilkinson, Mike & Joan Kidder, Vic Schneider, Bill & Adele Diamond, Dan & Alice Stone, Bob Davis, Jean Clausen, Chuck James, of American Coach, and many others. A special “thank you” to our President Jeannine Mosher, a leader who knows the value of delegating jobs and authority to others, and then lets them do it!

Most of all, I want to thank my wife Linda. She has put up with traveling the country with all types of papers “flying all around the coach”. We have some great “newsletter memories”. Is it not every woman’s dream to observe a gorgeous romantic Oregon costal sunset while stuffing envelopes? She has great memories “carting” over 400 SE Chapter Newsletters across the only street in Crawford, TX to be mailed to our members. For this, and much much more, she remains the finest person I have ever known and I love her dearly!

        Hank Newman

                                                 A CARAVAN TO CALIFORNIA

SE Chapter member Jim Murray has taken the time to organize a caravan from our last SE Chapter rally at Panama City to California, the site of the National ACA Rally. Jim has obtained brochures from the parks below and they will be available at upcoming SE Chapter Rallies.  Reservations for the nights noted below will be the responsibility of each coach directly with the campground.

April 25, 2004


Leave Panama City Beach and travel to Port Allen, LA (just
west of Baton Rouge).(378 mi.)  

           Cajun Country Camp Ground.  (TL 8/8/7). Riverside Casinos nearby.

 

April 26, 2004


To San Antonio, TX.(462 mi.)  Admiralty RV Resort. (TL 10/9/8).  Near Sea World.

 

April 27, 2004


To Van Horn, TX.(431 mi.) Van Horn KOA (TL 7.5/8.5/8)

 

April 28, 2004


To Tucson, AZ. (440 mi.)  Voyager  RV Resort (TL 9/9/8) 1st night free with 2nd night stay.  This     

           RV resort has its’ golf course. 
 

On Your Own Until: May 2, 2004 
Southeast Chapter Pre-Rally 

                                May 5, 2004 
ACA National Rally, Palm Desert, CA 

Check with Jim Murray with any questions or suggestions.
                                 SE CHAPTER SHIRTS. HATS. ETC!

At most rallies one question that is frequently asked is, “where can we get the shirts, hats, carry-all bags and other items embroidered with the SE Chapter- American Coach logo?” Here is the answer. They are made by Sew Fine Monograms, a company owned by SE Chapter members Wayne & Loie Gauthier.

Shirts, caps, towels, carry-all bags and many other items are all available. In addition, they will put the SE Chapter- American Coach monogram on one of your own items if that is your desire. Wayne and Loie can be reached at most SE Chapter rallies or at (239) 272-5194 or by e-mail at:  sewfinevtfl@aol.com

                                A CAMPGROUND DIRECTORY FOR BIG RIGS!

We can highly recommend the campground directory, Big Rigs & Best Bets. This directory written by Ken & Ellie Hamill, owners of a 45 ft Prevost, details each campground with big rig camping in mind. In addition, they do not recommend any venue that they have not personally camped at. It is very detailed. Many times

they will even recommend certain sites and each venue. The book can be purchased by phoning (830) 792-9170 or online at: www.big-rigs-rv.com The book is in color and costs $14.95. 

                                   SE CHAPTER REUNION RALLY 

    ROCK CRUSHER CANYON RV & MUSIC PARK
  CRYSTAL RIVER, FL                          FEBRUARY 19-22, 2004
          Rally Hosts:   Rod & Jeannine Mosher              Hank & Linda Newman          Bob & Marion Davis

                                JRMOSHER@earthlink.net          HankNewman@aol.com
                                    (321) 757-6766                              (352) 895-8475

Rally fee includes 3 nights camping with full hookups including water, sewer, cable, and 50 amp electric. Also included are three catered breakfasts, an opening night welcome barbeque, and a full Luau on Saturday night, with live professional entertainment. Plus many other surprises! 

This rally is twofold; first, to have a whopping good time; second, to honor, reward, and show appreciation to those members who worked so hard to make our spring national rally, “Rockin at Rock Crusher”, such a success. A California Chapter president described our rally as, “the rally all future Nationals will be measured by”. Quite a tribute!

This rally has two rally fees. Please circle the fee that best describes you. Both fees are per coach, NOT, per person.  

        $29.95……………..We served on a national rally committee or participated in some other way

        $79.95……………...All others

Note: We only have a limited number of sites. Sites will be assigned strictly in the order rally registrations are received.  So, send your registration in early! Please send your registration and check made payable to SE Chapter, ACA to: 

                                                           Rod & Jeannine Mosher

                                                   997 Osprey Drive  

                                                   Melbourne, FL  32940
In order to be parked together, checks & registrations should be mailed together. Every effort will be made to accommodate your request. When your reservation is received, a confirmation letter, together with a tentative agenda and driving directions will be mailed to you.
**********PLEASE PRINT*******************CUT & MAIL******************PLEASE PRINT**********

Last Name:                                    FirstNames:_____________________________________________                                                       

Mailing Address:                                                                                                                        .

City:                                                          State:                               Zip Code:                          .

Phone:                                           E-Mail:                                                ______ACA#:______

Length of your coach: ______FT         Is this your first SE CHAPTER rally?    (Y/N):       

Golf? (Y/N):       No. Playing:       Special Needs:___________________

I have enclosed a check for $__________ Payable to SE Chapter, ACA (check #.): ______    
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