     


       SE CHAPTER NEWSLETTER             [image: image1.jpg]


 
                                                                 July, 2003  

                                                 PRESIDENTS CORNER
“Summer time and the living is easy”……. NOT! 

It has been a busy summer. In late June I was invited, along with the rest of the ACA chapter presidents and national officers to a special preview of the new coaches. Of course we accepted the invitation, not much of a decision there. Fleetwood, American Coach flew Rod and I up to Fort Wayne and I must say gave us all the “royal treatment”. They picked us up at the airport and took us to the Fort Wayne Marriott Hotel where many other of the chapter presidents greeted us. Upon arrival we met up with a few of our SE Chapter members. John  & Mary Corcoran, representing the Great Lakes Chapter and Hank & Linda (National ACA Secretary) Newman, who along with many others, drove their coaches, rather than flying. They stayed at a campground adjacent to the Fort Wayne Coliseum, which was the Site of the New Product Launch, as the affair was titled.

It was really a marvelous event. Present from the factory were Ed Caudill, president & CEO of Fleetwood, Paul Eskritt, head of American Coach Decatur Operations, Luke Van Herle, American Coach Product Development Manager, and a few others. It was nice meeting and talking with these folks in an informal social setting.

We were all very excited about the new coaches. I won’t get into the new features here, as by the time this newsletter is mailed I am sure you will have heard about it. I am looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our pre-rally beginning October 5 in New Windsor, ILL. Hope to see you on the road!

          JEANNINE MOSHER, President SE Chapter

          Home: (321) 757-6766 New cell phone # (321) 795-6416

          E –mail:   jpmosher@att.net
               IOWA  PRE- RALLY             (REGISTRATION FORM ENCLOSED)

The next national rally at Amana Colonies, IA should be a great one. For many folks one of the real treats will be the return of “The Diamonds”. This musical group “brought down the house” at the Virginia Beach Rally a few years ago. In addition this “Oktoberfest” rally will be a “walk back in time” thru the seven very unique villages of the Amana Colonies. Our pre- rally will be the opposite! 

Our venue is located only thirty minutes from the Mississippi River gambling and cruise ships! Also within easy reach is the fabulous John Deere Museum, the U.S. Army Arsenal Tour & Museum, the Museum of Antique Cars & Wheels, the Galesburg Railroad Museum, and the Seminary Street Antique Center.

Our venue, Shady Lakes Resort, in located just off I-74 in New Windsor, IL. Shady lakes, as you

might guess, is located lakeside and is Trailer Life rated 9-9-9. Your rally fee of $79.00 includes 2 nights camping, an opening night catered chicken & steak feast, and two full breakfasts. All sites are level with full hookups including 50 AMPS! On Tuesday morning we will caravan together to the National Rally an easy 119 miles away.

                                                Subject: Microwaving Water!



 A 26-year old man decided to have a cup of coffee. He took a cup of water and put it in the microwave to heat it up (something that he had done numerous times before). He wanted to bring the water to a boil. When the timer shut the oven off, he removed the cup from the oven.

As he looked into the cup, he noted that the water was not boiling. Suddenly, without warning, the water in the cup "blew up" into his face. The cup remained intact until he threw it out of his hand, but all the water had flown out into his face due to the build up of energy. His whole face was blistered and he has 1st and 2nd degree burns to his face, which may leave scarring.

He also may have lost partial sight in his left eye. While at the hospital, the doctor who was attending to him cautioned, water, alone, should never be heated in a microwave oven. If water is heated in this manner, something should be placed in the cup to diffuse the energy such as a wooden stir stick, tea bag, etc. (nothing metal).  It is however a much safer choice to boil the water in a tea kettle.

 

 GENERAL ELECTRIC'S RESPONSE:

Microwaved water and other liquids do not always bubble when they reach the boiling point. They can actually get superheated and not bubble at all. The superheated liquid will bubble up out of the cup when it is moved or when something like a spoon or tea bag is put into it. To prevent this from happening and causing injury, do not heat any liquid for more than two minutes per cup. After heating, let the cup stand in the microwave for thirty seconds before moving it or adding anything into it. What happens is that the water heats faster than the vapor bubbles can form.

If the cup is very new then it is unlikely to have small surface scratches inside it that provide a place for the bubbles to form. As the bubbles cannot form and release some of the heat that has built up, the liquid does not boil, and the liquid continues to heat up well past its boiling point. What then usually happens is that the liquid is bumped or jarred, which is just enough of a shock to cause the bubbles to rapidly form and expel the hot liquid. The rapid formation of bubbles is also why a carbonated beverage spews when opened after having been shaken." 

                                             NOVEMBER KEY WEST RALLY

Surrounded by the natural beauty of the Lower Florida Keys, famous for deep sea and backcountry fishing, diving, warm weather, and spectacular sunsets is Bluewater Key RV Resort the venue for our SE Chapter November Rally. The resort features a temperature controlled fresh water swimming pool, a great clubhouse, and all the facilities you would expect of a luxury resort.

There are many things to see in the Key West area including the Harry Truman Summer White House & Museum, the Key West Aquarium, the Shipwreck Historeum, the Ernest Hemingway Home & Museum, the Robert Frost Museum, and much more.

Your rally hosts, Vic & Jo-Anne Schneider have a great program ready for you. Included in the rally fee of $200.00 are 3 nights camping with daily breakfasts and a first night Key West Style Pig Roast, courtesy of our friends at Lazy Days RV Super Center.

Now the bad news! Because Bluewater Key is an “owner’s resort” we have only a limited number of sites available. This rally will sell out fast!. You will receive your rally registration form with the next SE Chapter newsletter, which will be mailed around September 1. Don’t delay sending it in! By the way, if you are registered with the SE Chapter Web Site & List, you will automatically receive an e-mail when each newsletter is mailed. If you are not registered, simply e-mail HankNewman@aol.com.
                                               WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

We are welcoming more new members in this newsletter than ever before. This is due to two main

factors. First, our great National Rally at Rock Crusher Canyon. Many of our new members joined at the rally. As one new member said, “You guys in the SE Chapter really know how to have a good time”.

Another said we appeared to be a real “together & friendly group. The other reason was Lazy Days set a new sales record for the month of May. Many of these new American Coach buyers selected the SE Chapter as their chapter of choice. We are glad to have all of you!

Welcome to the following new SE Chapter members! We are anxious to meet you and we look forward to you joining us in great fun and fellowship at our SE Chapter rallies.

Vern & Leslie Allen              Land O Lakes, FL

Anthony & Faun Baldizzi     Tierra Verde, FL

Larry & Judy Boatwright      Homassassa,, FL

Bert & Barbara Bozeman    Jacksonville, FL

Don & Robyn Brantley         Gulf Breeze, FL  

Larry & Susie Calabrese      Davey, FL

Bob & Laura Campbell         Palm Harbor, FL

Durand & Audrey Coleman  Destin, FL

Tom & Debbie Curran          Englewood, FL

Jim & Willye Dent                 Tampa, FL

Hank DeVoll                         Rockledge, FL

Ernie Douglas                      Mexico Beach, FL

Troy & Diane Drawdy           Ft Pierce, FL

Joseph & Judy Ellis              S. Daytona Bch, FL

Alex & Laurdes Fernandez   Southwest Bch, FL

Bob Henderson                     Hobe Sound, FL 

Karla Herbold                        Palm Bch Grds, FL

Gene & Pat Jones                 Cayce, SC

Lamar & Betty Kidd               Athens, GA

Bob & Kathy Kramer             Saddle Brook, NJ

Michel Lemieux                     Dania, FL

Steven & Diane L:ewis          Palm City, FL                

Jim Mallon &                            Titusville, FL

             Jolane Montgomery

Roger & Debra McCombs        Pensacola, FL 

Steve & Mary McFarlane         Naples, FL

Mack & Gertrude McLaughlin  Columbus, GA

Mike & Kari Messner                Merritt IS, FL

Richard & Sharon Millen          Polk City, FL

Steve & Millie Mitchell              Satellite Bch, FL

Jim & Stephane Ploska            Daytona Bch,FL  

Willie  Becky Polston                Austell, GA

John & Mary Jane Prewitt        Ft Myers Bch,FL

Bill & Gail Prendergast              N. Ft Myers, FL  

William & Patricia Reid             Winter Sprgs, FL

Daniel Sasser                           Eaton Park, FL 

Bill & Dixie Simon                     Newport, KY

George & Anne Snyder            Jacksonville, FL

Wadine Spratlin                        Athens, GA

Nick & Betty Tabler                   Hernando, FL

Andy & Kathy Thomas              Windemere, FL

Jim & Mona Toth                       B radenton, FL

Joel & Boni Tyson                     Titusville, FL

Roger & Jackie Vezina             Auburndale, FL

                                              LAKE TOXAWAY RALLY

The flowers were blooming and the sun was shining as 22 coaches gathered in the Blue Ridge Mountains at Outdoor Resorts for the final scheduled chapter rally for the spring of 2003. Upon arrival Thursday afternoon old friends and new friends greeted each other before enjoying a sumptuous steak dinner at “Sergio’s”. This most enjoyable kickoff evening was followed by two and a half days of fun, which included 3 delicious catered breakfasts, as well as a final evening cookout provided by the friendly Outdoor Resorts staff. In between devouring all the great food, our attending members enjoyed the sights of the area, visiting waterfalls and shopping locales, participating in “Just for Fun Golf” at the resorts’ par 3 course, playing golf at a beautiful 18-hole mountain course nearby, or merely relaxing and enjoying the beautiful scenery and weather at the resort. 

                                        SE CHAPTER DUES
Please check the label on this, and all, SE Chapter newsletters. The date in the upper left corner of the mailing label indicates your SE Chapter dues expiration date. Please wait for your renewal notice to renew. In that way we can update our Chapter records each year. All renewals thru August, 2003 have already been mailed to you. Please remit promptly. 

                                  ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS

We are missing many members e-mail addresses. If you have never received an e-mail from

SE CHAPTER ACA@AOL.COM please drop us a note at that address. In that way we can communicate a lot better regarding campgrounds, coach problems, and more. Thanks!

            “ROCKIN AT ROCK CRUSHER”…… IT WAS TERRIFIC!
Simply put, “we did better than great”. Our goal was to put on a National Rally that was first class in every way. First class food, entertainment, parking, seminars, vendors, coach displays, and more. And do all of that at a reasonable price! All our committees functioned perfectly, especially the Weather Committee, who held many meetings at many churches, synagogues, and mosques throughout the state. 

We know we accomplished our goal. Here is what some other chapters had to say about our rally:

Dean Mracek, President So. Cal. Chapter                   John Corcoran, Pres, Great Lakes Chapter
   “The SE Chapter really raised the bar on rally                “The SE Chapter did a fantastic job! Anyone

   performance setting a standard that will be                      who missed this one certainly missed one 

   used to measure all future rallies”                                     of the better rallies”

Ed Russell, President MAC Pack Chapter                  Tommie Herrell, President. SW Chapter
   “The SE Chapter put on a fine rally. Their                        “The rally at Rock Crusher was a big

    hospitality was unmatched. All of their people                 success from the very organized parking     

   went out of their way to make us feel welcome”               right down to the last event”

Merritt Mosby, President Northern Cal. Chapter        Ann Beadel, ACA Founding Member
   “This rally had it all, they did it all! The food was               “A tip of the hat to the SE Chapter for

   good, the entertainment was good, the setting was          great food, great fun, and fellowship. A 

   good. It was just a good good rally!”                                  beautiful setting for a marvelous rally”

As most of you know at the conclusion of each national rally critique & suggestion forms are provided and attendees are asked to fill them out. On the following two pages are the summaries of these two forms as filled out by attendees. Incidentally, we tried to exclude SE Chapter members in the summaries. We felt we just might be a “hair” biased.

              RALLY CRITIQUE SHEET SUMMARY
Please answer the following questions so that you may have a voice in planning future rallies.

1.  Is this your first national rally?       Yes 15.2%      No 79.2%        No indication 5.6%
2.  Was there enough information about the rally put out in advance?


Yes  86.2%
No 13.8%
3. Was there sufficient information included in your rally packet?


Yes 86.0%
No 14.0%
4.   What is your impression of this rally site?


Excellent 34.4%
Good 45.3%
Fair 20.3%
Poor 0%_

5.  Were there enough activities?

Yes  93.2%
No 6.8%
6.  How would you rate the food?


Taste………………
Excellent 27.7%
Good 58.5%
Fair 9.2%
Poor 4.6%

Appearance……
Excellent 30.3%
Good 59.1%
Fair 9.1%
Poor 1.5%

Quantity………..
Excellent 49.2%
Good 41.5%
Fair 7.7%
Poor 1.6%

Variety…………..
Excellent 34.3%
Good 40.6%
Fair 23.4%
Poor 1.7%
7. How would you rate the main entertainment?



Excellent 71.4%
Good 27.0%
Fair 1.6%
Poor 0%
8. Were the seminars?


Scheduled well…
Excellent 26.3%
Good 49.1%
Fair 15.8%
Poor 8.8%

Interesting……….
Excellent 25.5%
Good 60.0%
Fair 12.7%
Poor 1.8%

Presented well….
Excellent 24.1%
Good 64.8%
Fair 9.3%
Poor 1.8%
9. What seminar did you enjoy the most? Please see attached sheet
10. What type of new seminar would you suggest for another rally? Please see attached sheet
11. Vendors (selling a product).


Was there enough?

Yes 45.0%
No 55.0%

Variety?

Yes 58.7%
No 41.3%
12.  What vendors did you enjoy the most? Please see attached sheet
13.  What type of vendor would you suggest for another rally? Please see attached sheet
14.  What was your favorite part of the rally?  (Comments welcome) Please see attached sheet
15.   What was your least favorite part of the rally? (Comments welcome) Please see attached sheet 

16.  Overall, how were you treated by the host chapter?



Excellent 74.2%
Good 22.7%
Fair 3.1%       Poor 0%
PLEASE COMPLETE AND TURN IN PRIOR TO LEAVING THE RALLY 

AT THE MEAL SERVICE ENTRANCE
RALLY CRITIQUE SHEET SUMMARY

    Please answer the following questions so that you may have a voice in planning future rallies.

What seminar did you enjoy the most?

     Computers; American Coach Town Meeting (11); Randy’s Crew (9) Spartan Motors (4); RV    

     Electrical (2); Fantastic fans (2); Tire safety (2); Microwave with Dave (2); Cummins (3) ; Phones (2); 

     Algae X (2); Allison Transmissions (2); The driving lessons (2)

What type of new seminar would you suggest for another rally?

     On the road cooking; More teaching, less selling; Maintenance schedule handouts;

     Crafts; Caravan trips; Awnings; Generator service; Functional RV cooking; How to pick 

     a tow car; Fulltiming; Preventative maintenance; Internet on the road

What vendors did you enjoy the most?

      From Trees to These (9); The ice cream & hot dog man (9); Lane Seekers (6); Coach displays (6);   

      Motor Scooters (6); Electronics (3); Tintin USA (3); M & G Brake System (2); Honda dealer (2); 

      Habegger’s Carpet & Tile (1) Summit Products (1); Vacuum cleaner dealer (1)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

What type of vendor would you suggest for another rally?

      American Coach selling their clothing; More safety subjects; Satellite Systems; Air Conditioner  

      maintenance; More general merchandise; General Motors cars; More for the ladies (8); More vendors  

      (3); Table & chair vendor; Water hoses; Cleaning materials  vendor; Micro Wave/ Convection 

     operating help; Villa Furniture; Monroeville Chassis; Traveling in Mexico & Canada; Wearing  

     apparel; Jewelry; Wind chimes; Vendors that are Selling more  coach related items; Pet grooming; 

     Hat & shirts vendor; Tow hitches We need more vendors (5)

What was your favorite part of the rally? (Comments welcome)
Chef Ray’s dinner school (2); Morning aerobics (4); Entertainment (28); Ladies Luncheon (13); Seminars; Meeting old and new friends, fellowship (14); Food at Rock Crusher was great (6); Coach displays; Randy’s crew (5); Prizes; The campground (3);  Great weather; Great breakfasts; The people greeting us on entry (3); Getting advice from long time ACA members;

What was your least favorite part of the rally? (Comments welcome)

                    Plantation Inn Reception (7); First timers meeting should be better; An RV rally is no place to sell slot 

                        machines; Breakfasts were bad (5); Seminars scheduled too close together (2); We need a bigger selection 

                       of coaches; Hot weather (4); None,we loved the whole thing (3); Having to leave (3); Not telling in advance 

                        re; theme for special nights & dress (2); More bar tenders & lower drink prices; Camp site hard to get into; 

                        Too limited bus service &  outrageous golf cart prices; Not enough time to use the swimming pool; Dressing 

                        up in  costumes; Location & prices; Did not like campground; Vendors not open on Saturday; Not being able 

                        to park with whom I requested; Not enough to see in area; Food lines too far away, tough on older folks; 

                        The food; Golf tournament; Presentations by some vendors in seminars were poorly prepared; Breakfast 

                        should run until 9:00 AM

Suggestions:

Consider forming a “First Timers Committee” with two or three couples assigned to each    first timer couple to help them get acquainted; Vendors should agree to stay until end of the rally; National rallies are one day too long; Bring back rally shirts…. Nice ones though; Ladies’ Luncheon should become a permanent part of our rallies

