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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER                                                                              
Greetings from Florida!  It is still hot, hot, hot, but we love it here, anyway! Getting ready for another trip………….to the National!  Hope to see many of you there, or on the road. If you have never had the opportunity to attend a National ACA rally, you really are missing a great time. Coaches arrive from all over the country, but our “common” basis is the fellowship we share with other American Coach owners.  Lots of good food, lots of great entertainment and seminars, plus the opportunity to explore new areas of motor homing with others. In addition, you have the unique opportunity to have Randy and his crew from the American Coach factory provide attention to your specific requested needs (this truly amazed us at our first rally….all of this crew trying to solve each individual coach owner’s needs….and everyone in the crew seemed to enjoy his job!). 

If you are not able to attend the June rally in Wyoming, perhaps you will have time to schedule the October National in Myrtle Beach, SC. In addition, we are all hoping that a high priority on your Spring calendar will be working with us on the National Rally sponsored by our chapter at Rock Crusher RV and Music Park, Crystal River, FL on April 29 thru May 4,2003. Rally Chairman Bob Davis and his team are busily making a lot of fun plans for this outing! More about this in future newsletters.

We are sorry to report that Elaine Dufour will no longer be able to continue as one of our newsletter editors. She had advised us earlier this year that travel and family responsibilities would probably require most of her time and they have.  Again, our heartfelt thanks for her hard work and dedication to this job.

We are hopeful of having 10 newsletters a year with several editors.  If you would be interested in contributing to the newsletter, or to be one of the editors, please give me a call.  We feel that dividing the responsibilities will make it an easier job.

Happy travels,   

Jeannine Mosher, President

Home phone: (321) 757 6766  Cell phone:       (321) 431 1860  Fax (321) 751 0471  

E-mail:jpmosher@att.net

WORDS FROM OUR VICE PRESIDENT/RALLY COORDINATOR

Another successful rally! Great weather, great team effort, and not a single complaint! Key West was such an outstanding location for this rally, that it has been requested that another one be scheduled next spring at Bluewater Key Resort. The hosts/crew all arrived a day early. An outstanding BBQ, Margaritaville style, was enjoyed by all upon arrival. Unique breakfasts, happy hour snacks provided by the hosts, lots of time to enjoy the pool and beach, and trips to Key West. Everyone enjoyed the final night as the tall ship, the Liberty, sailed into the sunset. You may want to contact Barbara about her cheesy egg puff recipe- a combination of cheese, egg, flour, etc., baked in a muffin pan and frozen until used. I’ll be sharing some of the pictures and slides at one of our upcoming rallies.

Enclosed is a schedule of upcoming rallies. We still have some dates open and would like to encourage you to either suggest a location or volunteer to help out by co- hosting. As usual, as soon as you receive a registration form for a rally, fill it out and send it in right away- sites are assigned on a “first come, first served” basis. If you are heading to Rapid City and Gillette in June, here’s an idea: route yourself thru Lake Toxaway, North Carolina and visit Outdoor Resorts Blue Ridge Mountains. It’s a beautiful spot nestled in the mountains. Barbara and I own a lot there.  Maybe we could caravan from there to Rapid City, South Dakota for our pre-rally. Let me know. Please e-mail me with any rally suggestions. E-mail: OleSeminole@msn.com

Jim Youngblood   Summer address- 1 Resorts Blvd. (#44)      

                                                               Lake Toxaway, NC 28747

SUNSHINE CORNER

Jane Minotti, our Sunshine Lady, has been doing a great job sending cards/messages to members needing a bit of “sunshine”. She is pleased to report that 2 of our members, Terry Foster and Sam McQuagg, are doing fine now. If you have any messages or updates for Jane, please e-mail her: ajmino3@aol.com.

FAVORITE PLACES TO VISIT

Basswood Country Inn and RV Resort, located on the north side of Kansas City, MO, is worth going the few miles off  the interstate.  Highlights include: long pull thru sites with full hook-ups or brand new extra long back ins with total concrete pads; beautiful wooded, rolling hills with spring fed stocked lakes (former hatchery). In addition, there are free tours of Harley City; six antique malls nearby, and a NASCAR track 22 miles. Basswood is located 18 miles from downtown Kansas City, MO. From 1-29 exit 18, go east 3.7 miles to Winan Road, north 1 ½ miles to Interurban Road, west one block to entrance. Look us up on the web: www.basswoodresort.com  Reservations 1-800-242-2775.

We’ll  look forward to having you stop by!  

Betty & Don Soper, Owners

SE Chapter Members

‘SLIGHTY’ USED COACH FOR SALE

2000 American Dream DVS double slide. This coach was custom made with Eagle interior and a 4 door Norcold refrigerator. The coach has only 13, 500 miles on it.

Asking price is $175,000. For more information please contact SE Chapter members Wally or Marilyn Brown at (941) 505-1151.                                

A TOUCH OF HUMOR

Could be true or maybe not……….

Subject: Government at it’s best

Once upon a time the government had a vast scrap yard in the middle of the desert. Congress said someone might steal from it at night, so they created a night watchman, GS-4 position and hired a person for the job. Then Congress said,”How does a watchman do his job without instruction?” So they created a planning position and hired two (2) people, one person to write the insturctions, GS-12, and one person to do time studies,GS-11. Then Congress said, “How will we know the night watchman is doing the tasks correctly?” So they created a Q.C. position and hired two (2) people, one GS-9 to do the studies and one GS-11 to write the reports.  Then Congress said ,”How are these people going to get paid?” So they created the following positions, a time keeper, GS-09, and a payroll officer,GS-11, and hired two (2) people. Then Congress said, “Who will be accountable for all of these people?” So they created  an administrative position and hired three (3)people, an Admin.Officer,GM-13,Assistant Admin.Officer,GS-12, and a Legal Secretary GS-08. Then Congress said, ”We have had this command in operation for one year and we are $18,000 over budget, we must cutback overall cost.” So they laid off the night watchman! Note- only in America, can we appreciate our country, and still have a laugh over it!

NEW ENGLAND, By Betsey Drinkard

Want to go to the neatest places on the East Coast of New England and then into the Mountains? Here is where to start. Park your motor coach at Peter’s Pond Campground in Sandwich, MA. From there you can do day trips to Martha’s Vineyard or Nantucket and go South on the Cape and enjoy beautiful sand dunes and see all the “sights” in Provincetown, Massachusetts. If you are a lover of Lobster Salad Rolls, pay attention!  Go to Martha’s Vineyard, proceed to Mahemsha to the Lobster Shanty and enjoy the fishing boats and eat a Lobster Roll. Delicious!

Get back in your motor coach and travel up the coast. A tour of historic Boston is a must. Then on your way to Maine, make a stop at Rockport. It is the neatest little fishing village, and yes, they have excellent lobster rolls. Don’t miss Kennebunkport where George W. spent his summers. They also have delicious Lobster Stew and Lobster Salad Rolls. Our next stop was Bar Harbor. You must not miss Jordan’s Pond Restaurant in Acadia National Park where they not only make Lobster Stew served with their own homemade popovers, they also make popover sundaes with their own ice cream and homemade hot fudge sauce.  Acadia National Park is one of the highlights of that area.  The scenery is beautiful as is the rockbound coastline.  Of course, you can go farther North or you can cut across the state and go into the White Mountains of NH, a beautiful trip with mountains and Lake Winnipesaukee (You can even enjoy the view of Little Squam Lake where “On Golden Pond” was filmed). Then on to Vermont where you have more mountains and beautiful lakes.  You could go to Quechee, VT to Pine Valley Resort RV Park and see Quechee Gorge (Vermont’s Grand Canyon), glass blowing, covered bridges and neat towns like Woodstock. Then your journey might take you north in Vermont to beautiful Lake Champlain and if you go in the fall, you will view the most delightful fall foliage.

Here are a couple of recipes for all those excellent Lobster dishes- Lobster Salad Rolls- at least 1 lb.of lobster meat, cut up some celery and mix with just enough Mayo to make it moist. Grill 2 or 3 hot dog rolls. “Love at first bite.”

Lobster Stew- at least 2 lbs.of lobster meat or the meat from two boiled 1 ½ lb. Lobsters. Saute lobster meat in ½ lb. of butter. Salt and pepper to your taste. Place in medium sized saucepan and add 1 cup of milk, add 2 cups of half & half (add more of this if you want it to go farther). Also, add more butter.  If you want to go all out…just use cream (really rich!!!). Add two tablespoons of Sherry (be sure it does not curdle…or you could let each individual add their own sherry). A New England meal!       Bon Appetit!

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE FOR NATIONAL 

The board of directors of ACA has established a committee to ascertain effective methods to encourage membership in ACA, both nationally and local chapters. This committee is chaired by Floyd Kuklin LasVegas,NV). Joyce and Reggie Hedrick have been appointed to represent the SE Chapter on this committee. We have been exchanging e-mails with ideas as to how we might accomplish our objective. The fundamental objective is to insure that ALL purchasers of new and used American Coach products are fully informed about ACA and the local chapters. Suggestions thus far have ranged from arming all current members with “HELLO” envelopes, containing information, which the members are to give to or attach to the coach of any product we might come across in our

travels (see this month’s issue of the national newsletter-president’s message) to organizing information packets to be distributed by the dealers to all buyers of American Coaches, new or used. This committee is planning to meet during the Gillette rally.  If anyone has a suggestion for us, please get information to us.

Thanks Joyce and Reggie for your service. E-mail the Hedricks at: jheddub@pcnow.net
HELPFUL TIP

If your power sources are operating and no power is being supplied to 110 volt plugs, Turn off all power sources. Turn off 12-volt system (switch by front door; in battery compartment in newer coaches) Turn 12 volt back on and proceed. Usually works! 

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to the following new SE Chapter members! We are anxious to meet you and we look forward to you joining us in great fun and fellowship at our SE Chapter rallies!

                Norman & Anne Berry                       Elberton, GA

                Larry & Peggy Garuti                        Seminole, FL

                Al & Barbara Grant                           Haines City, FL

                Larry & Cathy Greathouse                Ocee, FL

                Raymond & Joyce Hamel                   Pelham, NH

                Jack & Kay Kent                                 Acworth, GA

                Ralph & Dianne Martin                      Plantation, FL

                Rene & Dawn Neuberger                    Leesburg, FL

                Bill & Susan Pugsley                           Highlands, NC

                Wayne & Louise Smith                       Santa Rosa Beach, FL

RAPID CITY, SD PRE-RALLY

We have a few sites available for the rally if any of you that have not as yet signed up would like to go. Because of the late date instead of mailing in your application please phone Hank or Linda Newman at (352) 895-8475. Near the end of May we will be releasing the sites, so if you would like to attend phone now! The question has been asked, “can we come to the pre-rally even though we are not able to attend the National Rally at Gillette?” The answer is “yes”; you are still welcome at the pre-rally.

A FEW C/G RECOMMENDATIONS from Ron &  Barb Wilkinson
Jennings FL                          Jennings Outdoor Resort Campground
Perry GA                              Twin Oaks RV Park & Campground
Prior Lake MN                     Dakota Meadows RV Park
Colorado Springs CO          Garden of the Gods Campground
Durango CO                         Alpen - Rose RV Park  ( Beautiful )
Tioga PA                                Ives Run Recreational Area  ( Georgeuos Nat'l Park )
Davenport IA                        Interstate RV Park  ( should have a 5 W rating )
FALL RALLIES
Jim Youngblood has put together a great fall schedule of rallies. First, is the October pre-rally at Charleston, SC preceding the National ACA Rally at Myrtle Beach, SC. The Dufours and Schroeders have done a great deal to insure a great time!

In November we will again rally at Pelican Lake Motorcoach Resort in Naples, FL

Same caterer as last year, same great entertainer, plus more. Something else is the same; a very limited number of sites available. Be sure and return your registration as soon as you receive it. “First come, first serve,” will be strictly observed.

Many of us are looking forward to our annual holiday rally. the Brehms, the Cassalinis, and the the Maus are hosting at a great venue, Sun n’ Fun RV Resort in Sarasota, FL. What a great “kick-off” to the holiday season!

.

AMERICAN COACH SERVICE FACILITY at Riverside, California
If you need service at the Fleetwood Service Center in Riverside, CA it is now available.

The following information, recently provided by American Coach Service Manager Chuck James, is very simple. Chuck asks that we follow the procedures below.

The key requirement is to coordinate through the American Coach Service Center in Decatur.
1. First call should always be to the American Coach Service Center in Decatur. The toll-free number is 800-443-7345.

2. The Decatur Service Center will gather all the details of your request and let you know what is covered under warranty, any costs you may need to pay, how long it will take for the repairs and send all information to the Riverside Service Center.

3. The Riverside Service Center will contact you to schedule an appointment. A letter confirming your appointment date and repairs to be performed is then sent to you.

The Riverside Service Center was upgraded to a state-of-the-art service facility about two years ago. They also have 6-7 campsites available at the Riverside property.”
NOTE

I hope that you have enjoyed our new newsletter format. We will be depending upon your input and contributions to the newsletter. We would like to add new features from YOU! Send us info on your trips, regional attractions, regional recipes, parks, vendors, etc. Our only critique will be keeping everything on a positive note.                        

Newsletter contributions may be sent to:     SECHAPTERACA@aol.com

Looking forward to seeing you on the road!    Regards,  Jeannine
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