               SE CHAPTER, ACA NEWSLETTER

           LAZY DAYS JAN. RALLY FORM ENCLOSED

                                  UPCOMING RALLIES

                                       NAPLES/ MARCO ISLAND RALLY
November 14-17 at Pelican Lake Motorcoach Resort. This rally will feature 3 catered breakfasts, 2 catered dinners, 3 catered Happy Hours, live entertainment, golf, and a ladies luncheon at the renowned Tommy Bahama’s. This rally is “sold out” with 71 coaches attending, however, there is a good possibility we will be able to obtain about five additional sites. If you would like to come, please contact Hank or Linda Newman at (352) 895-8475.

                                           SARASOTA HOLIDAY RALLY

December 12-15 at Sun N Fun RV Resort. Carl & Jeri Brehm, Gary & Linda Mau, and Jerry & Sandy Worden have planned a rally that will get your holiday season started with a great fun!

Your hosts have arranged a welcoming reception poolside with catered heavy hors’doerves and live entertainment, a holiday prime-rib dinner for Saturday night, plus 2 catered buffet breakfasts and 1 continental breakfast. There will be “reindeer games”, a holiday golf tournament, a 3-dozen cookie exchange and a gift for each coach for a little holiday fun.  

The registration form for this rally was included with last months newsletter. It is also available on the SE Chapter web site or phone or e-mail Carl or Jeri Brehm at (561) 776-9220; e-mail: cjrvhotel@juno.com

LAZY DAYS RALLY & ANNUAL MEETING    (RALLY REG. FORM ENCLOSED) 

January 16-19 at Lazy Days’ Rally Park. As always, this rally will be our most attended rally of the year. In addition to our SE Chapter members this rally always draws many ACA members from other chapters. Of course we welcome them with “open arms”, although SE members will have first priority.

This rally will also be our annual meeting, with election of officers and other chapter business being transacted .  As usual, Ray & Rosalie Shmalo along with Hank & Linda Newman will host. There will be great food and entertainment in addition to both the Lazy Days and the Tampa RV Super Show at the nearby State Fairgrounds.

Randy’s service crew from Decatur will also be at Lazy Days to support our rally as well as the Super Show. The registration form for this rally is included with this newsletter. The Shmalos & Newmans have reserved well over 150 sites, however, this rally will “sell out”. Get your registration in early.                                      

                           THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

We have just returned from a fantastic SE pre-rally in Charleston and National Rally in Myrtle Beach. The Mac Pack, the host chapter, displayed great planning and lots of enthusiasm. The opportunity to see many “old” and “new” friends was enjoyed by all. The only negative was the weather and that was temporary. We brought a tropical depression up from the south and the northern chapters managed to bring in a cold front- I have lived in the South long enough that I have become spoiled with our fall and spring temperatures in the mid 80’s during the day and 60’s in the evening- so I managed to acquire a cold!

Speaking of temperature, I want to assure you that Spring and Fall are my favorite times in Florida- and I want to encourage you to put April 29 thru May 4, 2003 on your “priority travel calendar”. That is when our chapter will host the National ACA Spring rally in Florida at the Rock Crusher RV and Music Park in Crystal River, this area is truly  “Mother Nature’s theme park”. We will be presenting a “natural” view of Florida to all of the participants and certainly hope that you will be there to enjoy it with us! All of us at the national rally were gratified at how well this rally was received by the national membership. Many folks, much more than we had anticipated, took advantage of the early sign up rate. The Southern California Chapter president added that his chapter was planning a “caravan” to Florida! We are on our way to a great rally!! Lots more info will follow.

Many thanks to all of our SE Chapter members who e-mailed information for me to present at the Fleetwood Quality Control meeting. There was a lot of positive feedback from you and believe me, the reps from Fleetwood took note of your suggestions. Hopefully, this will be used in future planning. This is an opportunity for you to have direct input.  If you are not using our SE Chapter E-mail List and web site, you should. Check with Hank Newman, our site coordinator, at HankNewman@aol.com  He has done a great job with this site and has made it very user friendly……………a big thank you to Hank!

I would encourage each of you to attend, whenever possible, the National Board meetings scheduled at the National rallies. I am your representative on the Board and do want to encourage your input and ideas. A national organization like ours can only continue to grow with the member participation and input. We need to continually work for the benefit and good of our entire membership. I personally want to encourage your participation. Changes adopted by the Board in Myrtle Beach included a revocation of a previous $10 late renewal membership fee, together with a revised method of membership renewal. This should prove to be a real asset that will assist members renew in a timely manner. It includes a written dues notification together with a tear off envelope. There was further discussion on a few motions that were previously adopted by the Board. They included the four national officers receiving mileage fees to and from national rallies which they now receive upon request. Also discussed was the policy of requiring chapter presidents and officers to leave their chapter rallies early to attend a board meeting the day prior to the National Rally start. I have been against this from the start. I requested another vote to change this policy. I regret that it failed by one vote. 

The nominating committee, composed of all chapter presidents, offered their recommended slate of candidates for the upcoming election of national officers. More on that later, however, I am happy to tell you two SE Chapter members have been nominated. John Corcoran for national ACA president and Linda Newman for national ACA secretary. There was also discussion re: the administration of the ACA sponsored scholarship fund at Belmont High School in Decatur. This scholarship is awarded to a deserving child of an American Coach employee selected by the school.

We were very fortunate to add some first timers to our chapter at Myrtle Beach and Charleston.  A very big welcome to each of you!  One of the main responses from the 70+ first timers at the National First Timer’s meeting with the ACA Board was their enthusiasm regarding Randy and his crew of technicians at the rally. Once again, Randy and his crew did their usual outstanding job!

We have a fun rally schedule for the coming year……….lots of fun and good fellowship. We hope to see you! Until then, safe traveling and we will be looking for you on the road.

Jeannine Mosher

Home phone (321) 757 6766    Cell phone (321) 431- 1860
                         WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Welcome to the following new SE Chapter members! We are anxious to met you and we look forward to you joining us in great fun and fellowship at our SE Chapter rallies.   

Wayne & Wanda Clark   Lakeland, FL                  Ron & Betty Hofer     Spring Hill, FL

Jim & Cathy Donovan     Naples, FL                     Joe & Lina Kazala      Bayville, NJ

James & Angela Fazio     Ft. Lauderdale, FL         Kevin & Betty Rodden   Coco, FL   

Allan & Evelyn Heath      Ft Myers, FL                 Bob & Debra Williams   Sarasota, FL

                     HEALTH FORCES SALE OF 2002 AMERICAN EAGLE

12, 000 miles; Model QS; 400 HP ENGINE; In motion satelitte dish; outside fridge/ freezer; outside entertainment center; 2 slide outs; 3 tone brown outside with ivory interior; cherry wood; lexan front shield; sun screens for windows; luggage compartment slide out trays; 3 in 1 microwave.      $232, 900

Clarence Sturwold    239-732-6465

                              MONACO vs FLEETWOOD

The market share status between Fleetwood and Monaco has been a hot subject for many months. More important, who is gaining market share and who is losing market penetration is even a hotter subject. 

Below are some statistics regarding the market share of Fleetwood vs Monaco

as of the end of June, 2002 (the most recent statistics available). It looks like Fleetwood and American Coach are on the right track!

	COMPANY
	CLASS “A” GAS
	CLASS “A” DIESEL
	CLASS “A” ALL
	ALL MOTOR HOMES

	
	Market

Share
	% of

Change
	Market

Share
	% of

Change
	Market

Share
	% of

Change
	Market

Share
	% of

Change

	Fleetwood
	22.3%
	+9.3%
	17.6%
	+19.7%
	20.3%
	+20.4%
	17.3%
	+8.5%

	Monaco
	6.9%
	-20.7%
	33.3%
	-5.0%
	17.8%
	-6.6%
	13.1%
	-2.1%


Information provided by: Statistical Surveys, Inc., 16935 Sutherland Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49548, (616) 281-9898

                              FAN MODIFICATION UPDATE

Last month Vic Schneider promised us a furthur update on the modifications made to his 2001 Eagle. Vic has been true to his word! Before and after Dyno tests were done on Vic’s coach at Cummins in Fort Wayne, IN. The following chart reflects the test results.

RPM               PRE TEST                  POST TEST HP                  POST TEST HP
                      Horsepower (HP)           LOW SPEED                      HIGH SPEED

2000                    215                                  246                                       234      

1900                    230                                  249                                       236

1800                                                            247                                       234

1700                    223                                  243                                       224

1600                    218                                  237                                       220

FAN SPEED

IDLE                   620                                  240                                        607

1500                  2165                                  600                                      1980 

2200                  2574                                1680                                      2200

High Idle           2591                                2013                                      2400 

You can see the noticeable increase in horsepower generated by the two-speed fan as compared with the “standard” one speed fan. Note the modification yields about a 15% increase in horsepower while the new lower speed fan is running. Vic reports that increase generates about a 20% boost in fuel economy. Since August, the fan has only run on high speed twice for a total of less than 5 minutes.  

For more information you may contact Fred Diebert, RV service manager at the Cummins facility in Fort Wayne, IN. Fred’s phone number is (800) 777-3691    

                                SE CHAPTER WEB SITE & LIST   

The SE Chapter web site is a two-part site. There is the web site plus a SE List, which is a way to exchange information with all other registered SE members.  There is no cost to a member for participating in either feature. It is a free feature of SE membership.

The SE Chapter web site is a private and secure site that only registered SE Chapter members can use. It is not accessible to anyone except those approved for entrance by the Site Moderator, who is also the SE Chapter treasurer and membership chairman. Your e-mail address will not be accessible to anyone other than fellow members. The site contains a “firewall” which will block out any virus activity.

What does the web site contain? It is constantly updated. Presently just a few of the features are: complete membership roster of the Chapter, both by member name & city; rally registration forms & schedules; direct links to American Coach & it’s suppliers such as Cummins, Allison, Dometic, Spartan, etc.; a “By, Sell, or Trade section; a photo section; many campground direct links; fuel prices nationwide updated daily; all past

newsletters; and much, much more. All of the items are printable! All members are free to add items that they feel would be of interest. 

The SE Chapter List provides an e-mail address for members to send information, questions, tips, problems and problem solving items that would be of interest to the entire membership. An e-mail sent to this address will automatically be sent to each registered member. These e-mails are automatically stored on our web site in chronological order. They are also “key word” searchable so you can later access all e-mails by subject. If an unauthorized person sends e-mail to this address it will be automatically returned to the sender undelivered informing them they are not authorized to participate. 

You have a choice to receive each e-mail either individually or in digest form. The digest option sends you all of the day’s e-mails in one e-mail. The digest gives you the subject of each communication that follows so you can be selective or read them all. Incidentally, the List does not generate an over abundance of mail, usually one or two a day, if that. In the winter season or during a period of coach problems or solutions, mail may increase, almost never over 5 per day, only one, of course, if you select the digest form.

Gaining access to the Web Site & List is easy. Just send an e-mail to:

SE CHAPTER ACA@aol.com  Inform us that you are a SE Chapter member

And wether you would like individual e-mail or digest form. You will be accessed within 24 hours of your request and receive a welcome e-mail to let you know it has been activated. This welcome will also give you the address to use and the procedure for

accessing the web site itself.  

                                   SE  RALLY  TRIVIA

Winner will receive a Camping World gift certificate. Mail answers to: HankNewman 

Suite 102 –127; 5200 NW 43rd Street, Gainesville FL 32606 or e-mail HankNewman @ aol.com     On numerical answers, closest guess wins. So guess!
Our SE rally 2001-02 rally season covered 6 rallies beginning with the November Pelican Lake rally and closing with the April Key West rally, six rallies in all.

       1. Two member coaches attended all six rallies. Who were they?

       2. What was the average number of coaches that attended each rally? 

       3. How many different coaches attended at least l rally? In other words if

           a coach attended 5 rallies, for this question it would count as 1  

       4. At which rally did it rain almost every hour of every day?

      5. At which rally did everyone participate in a choral arrangement that left us all   

          laughing ourselves silly?

                                  MEMBERSHIP  TRIVIA  

     6. Name the 3 SE Chapter members with the lowest ACA numbers.

      7. Name the SE Chapter members with the lowest FMCA numbers

      8. What percentage of our members own Heritages, Eagles, Dreams, etc?

      9. What FL city has the most SE members using it as their winter address?

     10. How many different states do our members claim as their state of residence?

      11. What is the most common surname in the SE chapter?  Name & how many?

     12. What is the most common male first name in the Chapter? Name & how many?
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