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                                                 September, 2002 

 COMPLETE  FALL & SPRING  RALLY  PREVIEW

                                    IT’S RALLY TIME!                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
It’s September and time to get ready for what this club’s all about – RALLIES! Jim Youngblood, our vice president and rally chairman, has been hard at work and has prepared a great fall/ spring agenda.

He has some really great rallies scheduled. Special thanks go to those SE members that have offered to host these rallies! Here is an outline of our rally schedule and a brief description of each.

Charleston Pre-Rally – Oct. 12-15: Elaine & John Dufour, together with Dick & Tootsie Schroeder have planned a great kick-off rally in historic, old Charleston. Here’s your chance to catch a glimpse of the Old South at its finest,  Four catered meals will be provided and there will be ample time to visit the many local attractions before lining up for our caravan into Myrtle Beach on Tuesday morning, the 15th. Registration forms were mailed with our last newsletter, but can be downloaded from the SE Chapter website or phone John or Elaine Dufour at (860) 283-1843.

Myrtle Beach National Rally – Oct. 15-20: Over 300 coaches are expected on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean.  We’ll arrive as a group and park together. Ocean Lakes Family Campground is right on the Atlantic Ocean and offers all the amenities of oceanfront camping. There are more than 75 golf courses in Myrtle Beach and many other attractions in the area, including theaters featuring headline entertainers. Many great rally activities have been planned by the sponsoring MacPack Chapter of ACA. Randy’s crew will be there, as usual, to offer coach repairs. You must get your repair request form in to Randy immediately! This rally will be the introduction of the “2003 ½” American coaches. Many vendors and American Coach dealers will be present. It should be a great rally!

Naples Pelican Lake Rally – Nov. 14-17: As usual, Hank & Linda Newman have arranged another great outing at their Florida “base” resort. Those in attendance last November went away with a wonderful south Florida experience. This year’s visit to Pelican Lake will be no less rewarding, with 3 full-catered breakfasts, 2 catered dinners, 3 catered happy hours and live entertainment by last year’s favorite, “Tommy O” and a ladies’ luncheon at Tommy Bahama’s. All this and beautiful Naples and Marco Island as well. This is one rally not to miss. As of this writing 67 coaches, including 11 “first time coaches”,  have registered for the rally. The Newmans feel they can obtain a few more sites. If you would like to attend please phone the Newmans at (352) 895-8475.

Sarasota Holiday Rally – Dec. 12-15: This rally will be held at Sun-N-Fun RV Resort, conveniently located in beautiful Sarasota, Florida. Our Hosts will be Linda & Gary Mau, Carl & Jeri Brehm, and Jerry & Sandi Worden. We couldn’t have a more appropriate setting for our holiday party. Your hosts have arranged a welcoming reception poolside with catered heavy hors’doerves and live entertainment, a holiday prime-rib dinner for Saturday night, plus 2 catered buffet breakfasts and 1 continental breakfast. There will be “reindeer games”, a holiday golf tournament, a 3-dozen cookie exchange and a gift for each coach for a little holiday fun.   Besides all this, the city of Sarasota always offers outstanding holiday fare, including beautiful decorations, great restaurants and great holiday shopping on St. Armands’ Circle. Everyone will want to come to this one to get into the holiday spirit and kick off the season. Registration form for this rally is enclosed with this newsletter and will also be available on our chapter website.
LazyDays Rally – Jan. 16-19: As usual, this rally will also be our annual meeting, with our election of officers and other chapter business that we take care of each year at this time. As usual, Ray & Rosie Shmalo along with Hank & Linda Newman will host. Lazy Days will provide us great food, entertainment, and superior accommodations for our meeting, dining, and camping pleasure. We’ll be able to go through hundreds of coaches in the Lazy Days inventory, as well as visit the annual Florida RV Show at the state fairgrounds only a few miles away. Randy’s service crew from Decatur will also be at Lazy Days to support the Super Show as well as our rally. Registration forms for this rally will go out with the next newsletter. Again this year this rally will be our largest chapter rally. The Shmalos and Newmans have reserved 175 sites. Get your registrations in early!

Flagler Beach Rally – Feb. 20-23: Bulow RV Resort & Campground has always been a popular SE rally destination and will be the venue for our February rally. Mike & Joan Kidder will be our hosts for this one. As usual, they are planning for a great rally, with catered meals, happy hours and plenty of opportunities for camaraderie. It will feature golf as well as a ladies’ luncheon. Many activities in the area are available, including historic St. Augustine, the Daytona 500 Race Museum and the huge Daytona Beach Flea Market. Registration  forms will go out with the December newsletter.

Crystal River Rally  – March 20-23:  Rock Crusher Canyon RV Park will be the location for our March rally. The main purpose of the rally will be to allow chairpersons and committee members for our national rally in April to “fine-tune” arrangements for their duty assignments. Most of our members have committee assignments and we want to make “our national rally” the best yet. It won’t all be work, however. Jim & Barbara Youngblood, acting as hosts, are planning for 2 catered breakfasts and 2 catered dinners (one will be a barbeque and the other a dinner show – not Mickey Finn) at this fabulous facility. There should be time for off-resort activities as well. A visit to Silver Springs or a ride down the Homasassa River would be most enjoyable. Registration forms will be included with the December newsletter.

Crystal River National Rally – April 29-May 4:  We’re all looking forward to this one. With his literal “army” of workers, national rally chairman Bob Davis will lead us to victory by making this the greatest national rally ever. We’ll all have a lot of work to do, but with all the planning and preparation that has been done and is now underway most of the “i”s” will be dotted and the “t’s” crossed by rally-time so that the execution will be an enjoyable and rewarding experience. We have a history with Rock Crusher which should help make the rally run more smoothly and reduce the number of surprises. This is a rally that every chapter member should attend!

Lake Toxaway Rally – May 29-June 1: We are planning our final rally for the season at Outdoor Resorts RV Resort in the beautiful Blue Ridge mountains of North Carolina. This is an ideal location to end the season, especially for members leaving Florida for their summer motorhome trips. There is a lot to do – hiking, fishing, golf, waterfalls – and, just enjoying the great outdoors. Hosts Jim & Barbara Youngblood and Bill Horne will welcome you to their summer home in the mountains.

Fall 2003 Rallies: We’ll hold a pre-rally prior to the national rally in October in Amana, Iowa. We need a location and host for this one – any volunteers? In November, Vic & Jo-Anne Schneider will host a rally at one of our most popular rally locations, Bluewater Key RV Resort in Key West. In December, our holiday rally is scheduled for Grand Lake RV & Golf Resort in Ocala, Florida, hosted by John & Pat Leszewski and Paul & Barbara Twing.

FROM JIM YOUNGBLOOD, SE VICE PRES. & RALLY CHAIRMAN
As you can see, we have a full rally schedule for the remainder of 2002 through 2003. All rally hosts are highlighted in bold type to demonstrate the mixture of folks who have hosted rallies in the past and first-time hosts. Hosting a rally is a rewarding experience and, with a good committee to help, not too much work. It’s rewarding in three ways: first, you get to know your fellow chapter members much better; second, you get the satisfaction of doing a good job and making a contribution to our club; and, third, it’s fun. If you haven’t hosted before, try it – you’ll like it! We need hosts for our two upcoming national rally pre-rallies, Rock Crusher Canyon and Amana, Iowa. Who will step up to the plate? 

If you have any suggestions for future rally locations and/or hosts, please contact me by e-mail. I’m looking forward to greeting you as we enter the season --- LET’S RALLY!

THE PRESIDENT’ CORNER

Summer is now turning into fall …… it seems as if it was just yesterday when summer had begun. A lot of great experiences, a lot of changes and a lot of optimistic looks at the future greeted each of us. Hopefully, you have had a fun-filled summer with many enjoyable motorhome experiences. 

This summer has been filled with great trips with good friends for us, meeting many new people and places along the way. It also has been a summer to think a lot about life -- many have experienced sorrows, frustration and a concern about our economy --- how it will affect each of us. Many of our friends have had to change their retirement plans due to the economic trends --- many have made decisions that have altered their life style. I would like to encourage each of us to take a look around, take a mental account of our life with its positive as well as negative challenges and decide to take it one step at a time. We have all heard of the concept of having your cup “half-empty” or “half-full” --- I prefer to look at life with the “half-full” view. I would encourage you to think this way too.

Many of our members have been working on plans for the spring national rally at Rock Crusher Canyon in Crystal River, Florida. We will be presenting the “natural” side of Florida, encouraging visitors to explore the scenic and native wildlife abundant in the area., as well as enjoying the facilities and all of the natural rally extras (Randy and his crew providing services to your coach, great entertainment and activities, the opportunity to preview a lot of new coaches --- and the best part, the opportunity to see old friends as well as new ones). So, make sure that April 29th is highlighted on your calendar!

Other committees have been working on rally plans throughout the fall 2002 through spring 2003 rally season. Highlights of upcoming rallies are described later in this newsletter.

I’m looking forward to seeing each of you in October at our fall pre-rally in Charleston and then at our national rally in Myrtle Beach --- sure hope that you will be there!

Safe traveling,

Jeannine

                               WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Welcome to the following new SE Chapter members! We are anxious to met you and we look forward to you joining us in great fun and fellowship at our SE Chapter rallies. 

Don & Dee Arwood              Kissimmee, FL               Bob & Connie Lovell            Smethport, PA                

Manolo & Jamie Brigino       Land O’ Lakes, FL         Fred & Barbara Parker        Bradenton, FL

Jarvis & Rhonda Dennis      Loughman, FL                Tom & Barbara Ratner        Miami, FL

Gus & Pat Digioia                Inverness, FL                  Don & Elaine Reynolds       Gadsden, AL

Clyde & Lousue Evans        Dublin, GA                      Howard & Jean Stephens   Buford, GA

Jerry & Pam Fink                 Venice, FL                      Bill & Kris Wells                   Lakeland, FL

Bill Horne                             St. Pete Beach, FL        John & Susan Wright          Casselberry, FL                                                                                       

2001 EAGLE FOR SALE  

2001 Eagle 40EMS, 18,00 miles, Cummings 370 ISL engine w/ exhaust break, white w/ Gold and silver, ABS and Sony Rear Vision.  Interior- Med. Gray Villa leather, love seat and reg. couch, large living room slide (30”) and 18" bedroom. slide with ceiling fan. Sony tape and CD player, 27” TV in living room & 20” TV in bedroom. Solid walnut cabinetry and Corian counter tops. Oven, microwave/convection oven, 4-door refrig-freezer. Washer dryer. Custom mirrored and lighted ceiling treatment. Non smokers.Outside entertainment center, satellite dish,custom mud flap and Summit front shield. Always garaged. Complete maintenance records. Priced at  $204,000. Pictures of the coach can be seen on RV Registry.com.

Contact SE Chapter Member David Sewell
770 - 788- 9845 (Home)    770-826-6205 (Cell Phone)

2000 HERITAGE   (WOULD CONSIDER TRADE FOR SMALLER COACH)
45 FT, 500 HP, 32,000 miles, non- smokers, Beautiful off white interior and a great livable floor plan. Kitchen/ Living room slide, Outside Entertainment Center, In Motion DDS, Bose Surround Sound, Aqua Hot, GPS and much more! Always Garaged! $275,000 (would consider trade for smaller coach)

Contact SE Chapter member Jim Stevens
(239) 455-2234 or (828) 737-0049

ATTENTION OWNERS OF 42 FT. EAGLES

We now have several coaches in our chapter in excess of 40 ft. We have 7 Heritages and several 42 ft Eagles. At many rally venues the hosts will need to have this information to properly assign sites, as many times these coaches need special attention due to length..

Beginning now all rally applications will have a line addressing this subject. Please do not neglect filling it in. In addition, if your coach is a 42 ft Eagle please send an e-mail to HankNewman@aol.com so we can keep our data base up to date. If you do not have e-mail capability please phone Hank at (352) 895-8475

SAFETY WHILE REFUELING  (From The Petroleum Equipment Institute)

The Petroleum Equipment Institute is working on a campaign to try and make people aware of fires as a result of "static"  (that is, static electricity) at fuel pumps.  They have researched 150 cases of these fires.  The results were very surprising:            

           1) Out of 150 cases, almost all of them were women.
2) Almost all cases involved the person getting back in their vehicle while the nozzle was still pumping fuel.   When finished , they went back to pull the nozzle out. The fire started then as a result of static discharge. 
                                                                                                                                            3) Most men never get back in their vehicle until completely finished. This is why they are seldom involved in these types of fires.
4) Most had on rubber-soled shoes. 
                                                                                                                                            5) Don't ever use cell phones when pumping fuel . (The RF energy from a cell phone (a radio transmitter) can cause a sparking on bare metal, much like aluminum foil in a microwave oven.

6) It is the vapors that come out of the fuel that cause the fire, when connected with static discharges.  
7) In 29 fires,  the vehicle had been reentered and the nozzle was touched during refueling. This occurred in a variety of makes and models. Some resulting in extensive damage to the vehicle, to the station, and to the customer.  
           8) Seventeen fires occurred before, during or immediately after the fuel cap was removed     

           and before fueling began. 

NEVER get back into your vehicle while filling it with fuel. If you absolutely HAVE to get in your vehicle while the fuel is pumping, make sure you get out, close the door TOUCHING THE METAL, before you touch the nozzle. This way the static from your body will be discharged before you ever remove the nozzle. 

As mentioned earlier, The Petroleum Equipment Institute, along with several other companies now, are really trying to make the public aware of this danger. You can find out more information by going to http://www.pei.org  Once here, click in the center of the screen where it says "Stop Static". 

I ask you to please send this information to ALL your family and friends, especially those who have kids in the car with them while pumping gas. If this were to happen to them, they may not be able to get the children out in time.  Think about it! 
MODIFICATION YIELDS MORE POWER & BETTER ECONOMY!

SE Chapter member Vic Schneider recently had a fan modification preformed on his 350HP engine in a 2001 American Eagle. The modification was done in an attempt to achieve more power and better fuel economy. Vic reports he is very satisfied that both goals have been achieved.

Vic says the first thing he noticed after the modification was how quiet the engine was while driving. “There was no noticeable fan noise and I was immediately aware of an increase in power and better performance. I was pleasantly surprised when I went up longer hills at least 10 MPH faster than I was able to before the modification”. Vic says that prior to the modification he was averaging around 7.0 MPG. “I could hardly believe it when I checked after the modification. 9.5 MPG! I am not certain that is exact because it is only on the first tank and it will take several tank fills to get a more accurate reading. I am certain, however, that the coach accelerates much faster and pulls the hills easily and the fuel economy is much better. In time

I’ll know exactly how much.” We will have a further report on Vic’s findings in our next newsletter.

The cost of the modification was approximately $2,500. If you would like more information re: this modification, please contact Vic at: Vvictidyis@aol.com.

MY  SEX  LIFE  IS  GREAT!

Please excuse the title of this article. I had to get your attention somehow. Now that I have it, please read on. It is not often, only about every 5 years, that our chapter has the privilege of hosting a national ACA rally. Yes, I use the word “privilege”. Oh, yes, I know it takes a lot of work to do it right- and make no mistake, the SE Chapter is determined to do it right, however,

It is always nice to host so many friends and acquaintances who share our mutual interest.

Many many SE Chapter members have stepped up and are hard at work and having a great time doing it. Not everyone is engaged in large tasks, as there are many incidental things to be done. I can assure you. however, that all involved are having a great time and developing new friends and renewing old friendships. If you would like to get involved in a small or large way, please contact me by phone or by e-mail as listed below.

 Not all of us, however, have the time or even the desire to participate in rally planning and preparations. It is to these folks that this note is addressed too. We need you too. What I am suggesting is this: Make plans to attend this rally! Mark your calendars NOW for April 29 thru May 4. We want and need your attendance. If you have never before attended a National ACA

Rally this is the perfect opportunity, right here in your “home” area. I won’t try to tell you what you are missing. Let it suffice to say, there must be a reason that 100 to 150 folks from the SE Chapter; people that share your enjoyment of the RV lifestyle, travel to ACA rallies as far away as Tucson, Seattle, Wyoming, New York, and Michigan. I have heard people say “rallies are just not for me”. You may be right; however, if you have not attended an ACA rally you really don’t know! Make the commitment now!!! 

HANK NEWMAN, Newsletter Editor

(352) 895-8475 or HankNewman@aol.com
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